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LID Workshops at WCC
As part of the UTRCA’s ongoing Low Impact Development 

(LID) training for municipalities, consulting engineers, 
environmental consultants, agency staff and contractors, we are 
hosting two workshops at the Watershed Conservation Centre 
this spring:  Erosion and Sediment Control (March 1) and LID 
Treatment Train Tool (April 26). Both workshops are sponsored 
by the Ontario Ministry of the Environment and Climate Change 
and Environment and Climate Change Canada.

The Erosion and Sediment Control workshop will outline the 
importance of good erosion and sediment control, various types 
of best management practices, alternative options for dealing 
with problematic sites, and key recommendations for protecting 
LID practices. 

The LID Treatment Train Tool (TTT) workshop is a new 
workshop being offered for the first time in our area. The TTT 
was developed by Lake Simcoe Region Conservation Authority, 
Credit Valley Conservation, and Toronto and Region Conservation 
Authority to help developers, consultants, municipalities, 
and landowners understand and implement more sustainable 
stormwater management planning and design practices in their 
watersheds. The purpose of the tool is to analyze annual and 
event based runoff volumes and pollutant load removal by the 
use of Best Management Practices and LID techniques. The LID 
TTT provides preliminary water budget analysis (i.e., surface 
evapotranspiration, surface runoff, infiltration to soil) and pollutant 
load removal estimates for pre- and post-development scenarios. 
MTE Consultants Inc. is pleased to be sponsoring lunch for this 
workshop.
Contact: Vanni Azzano, Community Education Supervisor

Wildlife Viewing Platform at Ellice 
Swamp

On November 18, members of the Friends of Ellice and Gadshill 
Swamps and UTRCA staff completed a viewing platform to 
enhance the nature experience of visitors to the wetland. Located 
in the north portion of the Ellice Swamp off of Line 52, a walking 
trail (rail trail) makes it easy to access and view waterfowl and 
other wildlife in the area. 
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The UTRCA is hosting two Low Impact Development workshops.

A drone view of the new viewing platform, at right, next to the rail trail.

Members of the Friends of Ellice and Gadshill Swamps, along with 
UTRCA staff, on the new platform.
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The Friends have worked over the past decade to create 
opportunities, doing roadside clean ups, information sharing, and 
resource enhancements. For example, when Phragmites australis, 
a highly invasive plant, was spotted in the area, the Friends 
worked with the UTRCA in 2017 to initiate an effort to control 
the plant’s spread. Phragmites not only negatively impacts the 
wetland ecosystem but also affects municipal drains, impacting 
farmland drainage.  

For more information or to get involved visitswampfriends.ca 
or thamesriver.on.ca.
Contact: Bill Mackie, Lands & Facilities Supervisor

 Middlesex County Annual Emergency 
Exercise

Middlesex County held three emergency exercise sessions in 
late November for their municipal Emergency Control Groups. 
This year’s emergency scenario was a wide-spread flooding event 
similar to 1954’s Hurricane Hazel, which dropped more than 200 
mm of rain in 12 hours in the Toronto area. Hurricane Hazel is still 
considered one of Ontario’s costliest natural disasters in terms of 
loss of life, human displacement, and property damage.  

For the 2017 emergency exercise, the County worked with the 
five Conservation Authorities within their boundary, as well as 
with Environment and Climate Change Canada (ECCC) to create 
a realistic, modern day equivalent storm scenario that would affect 
most of southwestern Ontario.

In the exercise, Hurricane Betti made landfall in North Carolina 
on October 5, 2017 as a category 4 storm. The scenario unfolded 
during and after a holiday weekend, and the municipal officials 
needed to decide when and how to mobilize, based on three 
weather messages received from ECCC and three flood messages 
received from the CAs. 

The exercise was successful, and the municipal Emergency 
Control Groups did a good job brainstorming issues and the level 
of preparedness they may need in the future, such as the possibility 
of evacuations, long term power outages, and emergency access. 
Good discussions resulted from all three exercises. 

The exercise was prefaced with an hour long presentation by the 
CAs outlining various roles and responsibilities of the agencies, 
the history of conservation in Ontario, and explaining each CA’s 
flood forecasting and warning system. UTRCA staff participated 
in two of the three sessions.
Contact: Mark Helsten, Senior Water Resources Engineer

www.thamesriver.on.ca
519-451-2800

Twitter @UTRCAmarketing
Find us on Facebook!

Lake Erie conservation staff listen  to presentation on in-stream 
phosphorus cycling.

Lake Erie Conservation Staff Meeting
In December, the UTRCA hosted a meeting for agriculture 

stewardship staff from various Conservation Authorities in the 
Lake Erie basin. This group meets every six months to share 
research and knowledge on agricultural best management practice. 

The day started with presentations from researchers at Western 
University and the University of Waterloo to discuss stream 
phosphorus cycling and ongoing research in the Thames River. The 
subsequent presentations included incorporation of BMPs into the 
drainage report, precision agriculture and conservation planning, 
as well as soil health farming practices. Potential collaborative 
efforts were highlighted during the meeting, as many of the 
invited speakers presented partnership opportunities for future 
stewardship work.
Contact: Tatianna Lozier, Agricultural Soil & Water Quality Tech.

Board of Directors - On the Agenda
The next UTRCA Board of Directors meeting will be January 

23, 2018. Approved board meeting minutes are posted on the 
publications page at www.thamesriver.on.ca.
• Response to City of London Meeting Space Invitation
• Engagement of Investment Management Services from PH&N
• Tender Award - Wildwood Dam Valve Casing Corrosion Protection
• User Fees
• Administration and Enforcement - Section 28
• Conservation Authorities Act Approval
• Closure of Ontario Seeds Facility
• Harrington Dam Update
• Draft Budget Municipal Feedback
• Annual General Meeting Information
• Elections
Contact: Michelle Viglianti, Administrative Assistant


