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The CWP (www.cleanwaterprogram.ca) is a locally funded 
incentive program to encourage environmental stewardship and 
innovation. Oxford County has been a supporting partner since 
the program began in 2001. To date, the CWP has funded more 
than 3000 projects, delivered through local Conservation Authority 
partners and administered by the UTRCA. 
Contact: Craig Merkley, Conservation Services Specialist

Welcome, Silverest! The Conservation 
Areas’ NEW Reservation System!

Fanshawe, Wildwood and Pittock Conservation Areas have 
recently implemented an upgraded reservation system, called 
Silverest. The Silverest system has a fresh new interface and will 
improve the way reservations, permits and sales are processed for 
both staff and customers. 

With these significant system upgrades, staff training was 
needed. In late February, CA staff attended a two day training 
session to become familiar with the new system. 

An exciting new feature of Silverest is the ability to process 
gift cards and e-gift cards. This new function allows customers to 
purchase, send and receive gift cards and e-gift cards, in person or 
online. The gift cards never expire and may be redeemed at any 
of the three UTRCA Conservation Areas towards anything that 
our CAs offer. Please visit our websites for more information on 
this and other great initiatives in our CAs:
• www.fanshaweconservationarea.ca
• www.pittockconservationarea.ca
• www.wildwoodconservationarea.ca
Contact: Jennifer Howley, Manager, Conservation Areas

Oxford Stewardship Award
The 8th Annual Oxford Stewardship Award was presented by 

Warden Dave Mayberry on February 22 at the monthly Oxford 
County Council meeting. Mike Eckert and his family are the 2016 
award winners. A plaque honouring the Eckerts is on the newly 
unveiled Stewardship Wall of Fame in the Oxford County office.

The award winner is chosen from a list of three nominees, 
selected by the UTRCA, that best represent stewardship efforts 
in the past year through the local Clean Water Program (CWP).
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Above, left to right: Peter Crockett (CAO), Mike Eckert (OSA recipient), 
Gord Hough (Director of Community and Strategic Planning), Cher 
Sprague (Stewardship Oxford judge), Gracia Wassink (artist).
Below: The County’s new Stewardship Wall of Fame.
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Priority Subwatershed Project Update
A component of the Priority Subwatershed Project is looking 

at Best Management Practices that could be used to reduce 
phosphorus entering watercourses from farmland. One practice 
being monitored is the use of a cereal rye grass cover crop planted 
on highly erodible slopes. Alternate strips were worked to provide 
runoff comparisons between the plots. Visual observations indicate 
the rye grass cover crop is doing a great job of holding the soil on 
the slope, compared to the tilled plot. Water quality data is collected 
from each plot and will be used to determine any differences in 
nutrient loss.

Support for this project was provided through the Ontario 
Soil & Crop Improvement Association from the Great Lakes 
Agricultural Stewardship Initiative funded by the Ontario Ministry 
of Agriculture, Food and Rural Affairs, and Agriculture and Agri-
Food Canada, through Growing Forward 2.
Contact: Craig Merkley, Conservation Services Specialist

Giving Fanshawe CA a Fresh Look
Over this past fall and winter, Fanshawe CA staff have been 

busy giving the campground a fresh look.
In the fall, staff purchased and installed enough new fire pits 

so that, by opening day, every overnight campsite will have a fire 
pit for campfires and cooking. These fire pits have been placed 
where they will cause the least amount of disruption to neighboring 
campsites, and patrons will no longer have to bail out their “hole 
in the ground” after rain showers. Staff are pleased to enter into 
the new season with the new fire pits, which were long overdue 
and will enhance the camping experience.

While staff were installing the new fire pits, they also replaced 
all the permit plates from the overnight campsite permit posts. New 

permit plates are needed to accommodate the campsite permits 
produced by the new computer reservation system that is being 
implemented at Fanshawe, Pittock and Wildwood CAs this year. 
This system, called Silverest, looks to be more efficient and user 
friendly for staff.

Late fall saw the old campground store torn down and removed 
due to its deteriorating state. The store was the location for some 
recreation programs and for sales of candy, firewood, ice, worms 
and other items. The site of the old store will be landscaped and 
seeded in the spring. 

Removing the store will give staff the opportunity for some 
fresh recreational programming for patrons. Staff are fine tuning 
the events calendar, which is posted on our website at www.
fanshaweconservationarea.ca. Patrons are welcome to look at the 
calendar and plan a visit or vacation around an event.

The final bit of campground freshening up was the completion 
of a project that’s been a few years in the making. Ever since the 
park was developed, the various camping and group camping areas 
have been given generic letter names. Staff have now completed 
a renaming project, giving new names to the seasonal camping 
areas and one last group camping area. Now patrons can camp 
seasonally in the Pines (formerly A section), Maples (E section) 
and Hillcrest (B section). Group campers can stay in the Woodlands 
Group Camping Area, located in the Woodlands overnight section. 
New signs will be installed along the main campground road to 
direct patrons to these and other areas of the campground.
Contact: Damian Schofield, Assistant Superintendent, Fanshawe CA

Friends of Medway Win!
“Medway Decides” is one of London City Council’s 

Neighbourhood Decision Making Pilot Projects. Residents 
proposed ideas and then voted on how to spend a portion of 
the municipal budget in their neighbourhoods. One of the three 
projects selected by the Medway community is “Nature in Medway 
- Benches and Signage,” a project submitted by the Friends of 
Medway Creek! Four interpretive signs and three benches will 
be installed along the trails in the Medway Valley Heritage Forest 
ESA, so people can take a break and enjoy the sights, sounds 

Cover Crop Plots: A recent 2” rainfall eroded soil from steep sloping 
land (inset, left) while a cereal rye grass cover crop held topsoil in place 
(inset, right), demonstrating the value of cover crop use. 

This new firepit will get plenty of 
use when the campground opens. 
Inset: The new permit plate on 
campsite #267.
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and scents of nature. Connecting people to nature helps reduce 
depression and other stressors, and strengthens the community.

For further information on the Friends of Medway Creek, check 
out their 2017 newsletter and webpages at www.thamesriver.on.ca/
education-community/watershed-friends-of-projects/medway 
Contact: Julie Welker, Community Partnership Specialist

UTRCA Managed Forest Renewal Due
This year, UTRCA forests are due for their 10 year renewal 

under the Managed Forest Tax Incentive Program (MFTIP). 
The MFTIP program provides tax relief for managed forests. To 
qualify, landowners must own a minimum of 4 hectares of forest 
per municipal roll number and follow a forest management plan 
prepared for their property. These properties are then assessed at 
an agricultural rate and taxed at 25% of the local municipal mill 
rate, resulting in a 75% savings in taxes. 

Forest management plans must be written and/or approved by a 
Managed Forest Tax Approver, certified by the Ministry of Natural 
Resources and Forests. UTRCA provides this service for watershed 
residents interested in participating in the MFTIP.

The UTRCA currently has 18 properties with 43 municipal roll 
numbers and a total of 6,308 acres enrolled in MFTIP. 
Contact: John Enright, Forester

Fat Bike Poker Run Wildwood CA/
Family Day Fun

On February 19, Wildwood CA and a local bike shop, Totally 
Spoke’d, held the 1st annual Totally Wild Fat Bike Poker Run. The 
inaugural event was a success with 31 people registered. Riders 
obtained a card at the time of registration and additional cards for 
every lap completed of the 2.5 km trail. Riders could complete 
three laps with an optional bonus lap returning to registration to 
obtain a final card. Prize cards were also mixed into the deck and 
riders were able to choose one of the many prizes. The riders with 
the top five best hands at the end of the day won a prize, with the 
top hand receiving a 2017 season vehicle pass for Wildwood and 
a gift basket from Totally Spoke’d.  

The riders had a blast and enjoyed above seasonal temperatures 
while still being able to ride on a snow packed surface groomed 
by Wildwood’s new groomer. A demo track was also available for 
those that wanted to try out a fat bike for the first time. 

Wildwood CA started renting fat bikes in 2016 with three adult 
and two youth bikes. Fat bikes are a growing trend across the 
country with many conservation areas and parks opening and 
grooming trails. These bikes can be used on all surfaces year 
round without the need for consistent snow cover required for 
cross-country skiing.  
Contact: Paul Switzer, Superintendent, Wildwood CA

Cold Storage Ready for Seedlings!
The UTRCA has completed construction of its own cold storage 

facility, just in time for the 2017 tree planting season. The facility 
has been incorporated into the storage bays located in the Fanshawe 
CA workshop area.  

After many years of great relationships with Keen Crest Farms 
and Heeman Greenhouse and Strawberry Farms, it was time for 
the UTRCA to construct its own cold storage. Both Keen Crest and 
Heeman have been tremendous partners over the years and their 
assistance, patience and cooperation have been greatly appreciated.

The cold storage bay will hold seedlings during the spring tree 
planting season and will provide additional equipment storage 
space in the winter.

These white pine sawlogs were harvested in October 2016 from the 
Pittock CA managed forest.
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Twitter @UTRCAmarketing
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The seedlings used for the private land tree planting program 
need to be kept in near 0° Celsius temperatures during the planting 
season. The bay is insulated with 4 inches of spray foam insulation 
that has an R-24 rating and is equiped with an industrial cooling 
unit. When operating, the bay’s average inside temperature will 
be 2° C. 

This new facility will reduce staff travel time to other locations 
and assist us in meeting the UTRCA target of increasing the 
number of trees being planted annually.
Contact: Jay Ebel, Forestry Technician

LTC Service to Fanshawe CA & 
Pioneer Village

Fanshawe CA, Fanshawe Pioneer Village and Tourism London 
are working in partnership with the London Transit Commission 
(LTC) to provide bus service to the conservation area this summer. 
The bus will operate from July 1 to Labour Day on weekends and 
holiday Mondays. The lack of public transit to Fanshawe CA has 
long been a concern as the closest bus stop is west of Clarke Road 
on Huron Street.

The bus route will run between Masonville Place, the 
conservation area and Argyle Mall. Within the park, pick up and 
drop off points will be the Campground Registration Office and 
Pioneer Village gate, depending on what facilities the visitor 
would like to use.

A similar initiative was introduced last year with the “Fanshawe 
400,” which operated out of Argyle Mall exclusively. Although 
the initiative wasn’t well used, it was decided to try again for 
2017 with improved advertising and promotion as well as adding 
the Masonville Place pick up/drop off area in hopes of increasing 
ridership. CA staff will promote the bus service in tandem with 
special events such as family fishing weekend and other events.

Last summer, over the 31 day operating period, there were 
approximately 850 total boardings shared between Fanshawe CA 
and the Pioneer Village.
Contact: Steven Musclow, Superintendent, Fanshawe CA

On Display
A new pull-up display was created to promote the lessons learned 

from the Medway Creek Rural Drainage Project that wrapped up 
this year. The display illustrates the function of a low-flow channel 
constructed in Medway Creek near Birr. Features include the role 
of vegetation in removing nutrients, and the ability of fast moving 
water to move sediment, expose gravel stream bottom and improve 
overall stream health. The display was used recently at the Stratford 
Garden Show as part of the City’s Energy and Environment Sub-
committee’s display. 
Contact: Craig Merkley, Conservation Services Specialist

On the Agenda
The next UTRCA Board of Directors meeting will be March 28, 

2017. Agendas and approved board meeting minutes are posted at 
www.thamesriver.on.ca; click on “Publications.”
• Weighted Budget Vote Issues
• Election of the Finance and Audit Committee
• Capital Reserve Review
• Capital Maintenance Levy Reserve Request (WCC)
• WECI Projects: Fanshawe Dam Painting and Concrete Repair 

Phase 4 & 5 Design and Contract Administration - Consultant 
Award; Harrington Dam and Embro Dam Class EA Reports

• Administration and Enforcement - Section 28
• Pioneer Village Update
• HR Training
• March FYI – Health and Safety
Contact: Michelle Viglianti, Administrative Assistant


