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An Award Winning Guide!
In September, the Canadian Herpetological Society’s (CHS) 

EBS Logier Communications Award was presented to Scott 
Gillingwater, the UTRCA’s Species at Risk Biologist, and Alistair 
MacKenzie, Natural Heritage Education & Resource Management 
Supervisor with the Ministry of Natural Resources & Forestry 
(MNRF).

Scott and Alex won the award for their 2015 field guide, Photo 
Field Guide to the Reptiles and Amphibians of Ontario (published 
by the St Thomas Field Naturalists).   

The guide was nominated by Dr. Jacqueline Litzgus, Professor 
at Laurentian University, and Joe Crowley, MNRF Herpetologist. 
Their nomination letter explains the guide’s value:

“The Photo Field Guide to the Reptiles and Amphibians of 
Ontario features amazing photographs (taken by Scott), that depict 
a diversity of diagnostic characteristics, age classes and commonly 
encountered colour morphs and patterns. The book includes 

all of the essential 
biological facts that are 
necessary to identify the 
species, but it does so 
in a concise format that 
makes for a compact 
and  easy  to  car ry 
paperback field guide, 
and the information is 
organized and presented 
in an intuitive and easy-
to-use format. 

“When I (Jackie) was 
revising my 4th year 
Herpetology course at 
Laurentian University, 
I  was  looking  for 
a field guide that I 
could use to teach the 
laboratory component 
of the course.  Scott 
and Alistair’s book was 

perfect for the course, which required the students to know their 
Ontario herps by heart. The students loved the field guide as it was 
the ideal complement to the course material. Similarly, this field 
guide was immediately adopted as the primary course reference 
material for the Ontario Amphibian and Reptile Field Course that is 
delivered annually by Blazing Star Environmental, MNRF, Natural 

Resource Solutions Inc., Ontario Nature and several other partners. 
The course is attended by individuals with a wide range of skill 
levels, and the field guide is an excellent resource for novice and 
expert herpetologists alike. The guide has received considerable 
praise from both course instructors and participants.”

The CHS advances reptile and amphibian research and 
conservation in Canada. CHS members include researchers, 
conservation practitioners, naturalists, educators, and other 
individuals with an interest in Canada’s reptiles and amphibians. 
The EBS Logier Communications Award is presented to 
an individual or organization in recognition of a significant 
contribution to the conservation of, or research on, amphibians 
and reptiles in Canada through hard-copy, digital or other means 
of text-based or visual communication.

Congratulations to Scott and Alex!

UTRCA Launches GREEN Program in 
Stratford

On October 26, the UTRCA launched the Global Rivers 
Environmental Education Network (GREEN) program in 
Stratford, with support from GM Canada and in partnership with 
Earth Force and Stratford Motor Products. This GREEN program 
is the first in Canada to be offered through the GM dealer network 
instead of a GM manufacturing or parts facility. 

The grade 7 and 8 classes from St. Aloysius School are 
participating in the program. Students will investigate the 
environmental conditions in their community through tours and 
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collecting in-stream data. Then they will go back to their classroom 
to interpret the data, brainstorm project ideas to improve local 
environmental conditions, focus on a project idea, and implement 
a project in the spring.

The program began in 1984 in Ann Arbor, Michigan and GM 
became a financial and volunteer contributor in 1989. GM GREEN 
creates opportunities for young people to learn more about the 
watersheds they live in and to use what they learn to create lasting 
solutions for water quality issues. The program engages young 
people to be knowledgeable about watersheds and their problems, 
to have the skills to solve those problems, and to be motivated to 
work toward a solution. 

GM Canada brought the GREEN program north of the border 
in 2014, partnering with the UTRCA, Thames Valley District 
School Board and London District Catholic School Board.  Every 
year, several grade 7 and 8 classes in Woodstock and Ingersoll 
participate in the program, with the support of Cami Automotive 
in Ingersoll or the Woodstock GM Parts Distibution Centre.
Contact: Vanni Azzano, Community Education Supervisor

 
Stream of Dreams in London

This past October, two London schools took part in the Stream 
of Dreams program - Louise Arbour French Immersion and 
Northbrae Public Schools. Local community members helped 
prepare the wooden “dream fish” in advance, work with students 
in the classroom during the program, and install the newly painted 
fish on the school yard fences on two very cold fall days.

The City of London and the Family Centre Carling-Thames 
provided significant support with sanding and priming the fish so 
they were ready for the students to paint.

Eagle Heights Public School is gearing up to run the program 
this November.
Contact: Linda Smith, Community Partnerships Specialist

It takes a village! Photos from the top:
Priming the wooden “dream fish” for painting.
Students paint their fish.
Students and fish at Louise Arbour French Immersion Public School. 
Installing fish on the fence at Northbrae Public School.
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OCEA Conference
The Ontario Cooperative Education Association (OCEA) fall 

conference, held in Collingwood, brought together high school 
staff from across the province. UTRCA education staff, Maranda 
MacKean and Erin Dolmage, co-hosted a session called “Partners 
in Unexpected Places” with Karen Bond of the Near North District 
School Board. 

Attendees were pleasantly surprised at the diverse skill set 
and professional designations within Conservation Authorities. 
Participants were encouraged to contact their local CA to inquire 
about what opportunities there might be to partner for Co-op 
placements, Specialist High Skills Major certifications and 
experiences, as well as education programs. 
Contact: Maranda MacKean, Community Education Specialist

 
Board of Directors - On the Agenda

The next UTRCA Board of Directors meeting will be November 
28, 2017. Approved board meeting minutes are posted on the 
publications page at www.thamesriver.on.ca.
• Conservation Area 2018 Proposed Fee Schedule
• Finance & Audit Committee Update and Approvals
• Administration and Enforcement - Section 28
• Fanshawe Pioneer Village Update
• January Election Preparations 
• 2018 Board of Directors Meeting Dates
• Letter from the Harrington and Area Community Association
Contact: Michelle Viglianti, Administrative Assistant

Wildwood Outdoor School
Wildwood Outdoor School continues to be a success! We are 

very excited to be operating this program at capacity again this 
school year, with both returning and new teachers. The program 
provides students with inquiry-based, experiential, integrated 
learning experiences that build stewardship and a capacity for 
spending time in nature. This multi-visit program sees classes 
visit Wildwood Conservation Area in fall, winter and spring (with 
options for additional trips if desired) to compare and contrast the 
seasons and landscape. 
Contact: Maranda MacKean, Community Education Specialist

www.thamesriver.on.ca
519-451-2800

Twitter @UTRCAmarketing
Find us on Facebook!

Learning in a natural classroom.

UTRCA Community Education staff at the conference.


