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International Student from Japan
In June 2017, Ms. Chihiro Takeuchi, a graduate engineering 

student from Saitama University, Saitama, Japan, contacted Imtiaz 
Shah, Environmental Engineer at the UTRCA, requesting an 
internship at the UTRCA. The UTRCA welcomed this opportunity 
to provide training to an international student. Ms. Takeuchi arrived 
in September to spend three weeks at the UTRCA, with funding 
from her local municipality (Saitama Prefecture).

Ms. Takeuchi worked with a variety of staff to learn about the 
UTRCA’s role and some of its programs and services, including:
• Stormwater management and low impact development, 
• Flood protection through water control structures, 
•	 Hydrological	and	hydraulics	modelling	for	flood	studies,	
floodplain	mapping	and	delineation,	

• Protecting people and properties by regulating natural hazards 
and natural heritage, 

• Municipal planning and development process, 
• Climate change and infrastructure resiliency,
• Sustainable building features, 
• Collecting water quality and hydrologic data,
• Lake Erie water quality issues related to phosphorus and algae, 
• Hatching and releasing endangered spiny softshell turtles, and
• Plant ecology.

Ms. Takeuchi enjoyed her stay at the UTRCA and was very 
thankful for staff’s hospitality. 
Contact: Imtiaz Shah, Environmental Engineer

TD Tree Days Across the Watershed 
Oneida Nation of the Thames Plants 150 Trees

More than 40 people joined TD and the UTRCA to plant 150 
trees as part of the TD Tree Days initiative at Oneida Nation of 
the Thames on Friday, September 15. 

The opening ceremony included a smudge or ritual cleansing 
smoke. As the smoke rises, prayers rise to the Spirit World and to 
the Creator. Words of thanks were spoken in Oneida. The greeting 
was to recognize that we are all one, and to give thanks to Mother 
Earth, the water, the wind, the sun, the moon, the sky, the air, the 
new trees and all living creatures.

The trees were planted in a variety of locations, including at 
Standing Stone School, the long-term care facility, the cookhouse, 
the	radio	station,	and	the	fire	hall.	The	species	planted	included	
white pine (the Tree of Peace), white cedar, sugar maple and apple. 
The day closed with words of thanks expressed in Oneida. 

Thank you to our gracious hosts at Oneida and to TD Friends 
of the Environment Foundation (FEF) for supporting the tree 
planting projects.

TD Tree Days’ 300,000th Tree Planted in London
On the morning of Saturday, September 16, 135 people joined 

TD employees, friends and family members, and UTRCA staff 
to plant 600 native trees at Brookside Park in London. The park, 
located	in	the	Forks	subwatershed,	is	a	former	landfill	site.	The	
species planted included red maple, sugar maple, white cedar, 
black cherry, hackberry and serviceberry.

FYI
October 2017

UTRCA’s Imtiaz Shah and visiting international student Chihiro Takeuchi. Planting a sugar maple sapling at Oneida Nation of the Thames.
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On hand to celebrate the 300,000th tree to be planted since the 
inception of TD Tree Days across Canada were Shane Kennedy, 
VP of TD Canada Trust South Western Ontario, and Michael van 
Holst, City of London Ward 1 Councillor. 

A huge thank you is extended to TD Tree Days and City of 
London Parks Planning & Design for helping make this great 
milestone possible.

Carling Heights Optimist Community Centre 
Despite record high temperatures of 35 degrees on Wednesday, 

September 20, 30 keen TD employees from two IT departments 
planted and mulched 150 native trees and shrubs at Carling Heights 
Optimist Community Centre. The planters took many cooling 
breaks and drank plenty of water, and still managed to complete 
the project in two hours. 

Thank you to the City of London Parks Planning & Design and 
Park Operations departments for their support of TD Tree Days.

Large Crowd for St Marys TD Tree Days
More than 50 volunteers and TD St Marys staff made short 

work of planting 150 new trees and shrubs along the Grand Trunk 
Trail in St Marys. The planting was on the morning of Saturday, 
September 23. 

Thank you to the town of St Marys and to TD Tree Days for 
making the planting a success. 

TD IT Group Plants 450 Trees
About 90 TD employees put their muscles to work in Brookside 

Park on the morning of Friday, September 29 to plant 450 native 
trees and shrubs at their annual TD Tree Day event. Brookside 
Park	is	a	former	landfill	site,	and	many	new	homes	are	being	built	
in the area. The newly naturalized area will serve as green space, 
with many diverse native species to attract birds and pollinators.  

Thank you to City of London Parks Planning & Design who 
identified	the	area	as	one	that	would	benefit	from	the	TD	support.	
Thank you, also, to the enthusiastic employees of TD Tree Days 
who have helped increase tree cover in the Forks subwatershed.

Photos from top: A family plants the 300,000th tree, a tulip; Interpreters 
for the hearing impaired; Ward 1 Councillor Michael van Holst.

Volunteers with UTRCA staff Vanni Azzano in St Marys.

TD IT staff take a break in the hot weather.
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TD Tree Days London
Despite weeks without rain and hard digging conditions, 25 

TD employees completed the naturalization of Brookside Park 
by planting of 150 native trees and shrubs on the afternoon of 
Friday, September 29. 

2017 is the eighth year for TD Tree Days in London. Thank you 
to the TD FEF, City of London and support staff at UTRCA who 
all contributed toward the many TD Tree Days projects.

TD Tree Days Covers Ground in Ingersoll 
A small but mighty group of 13 people joined TD and UTRCA 

staff at Lawson Park on Saturday, September 30 to plant 150 native 
trees and shrubs. The trees are buffering the South Thames River 
branch. Being so close to the river, the trees will help prevent 
soil erosion, provide shade and habitat, take in carbon dioxide, 
provide oxygen, and be enjoyed by all who walk the trails. Thank 
you to the Town of Ingersoll and to TD for their ongoing support 
in increasing tree cover in Oxford County.

Meet TD in Mitchell
Twenty TD staff, family and friends gathered on a sunny Sunday, 

October 1 morning at the Husky Flats in Mitchell to plant 150 
native trees and shrubs along Whirl Creek. Over the past three 
years, TD Tree Days has planted 450 trees in Mitchell. The trees 
will create an excellent wildlife corridor, help to improve water 
quality in the creek, and provide shade and food for birds.

Thanks to the Town of Mitchell and to the dedicated tree planters 
who are making a difference in their community.
Contact: Karen Pugh, Resource Specialist

Home Hardware London East Tree 
Planting

Students from London District Christian Secondary School 
joined Dave Kirk’s Home Hardware tree planting event at the 
Carling Heights Optimist Community Centre on the morning of 
Wednesday, September 27 and got 175 new native trees and shrubs 
in the ground. Financial support came through Tree Canada.

The planting site is in the Forks subwatershed, which received 
a D grade for forest cover in the 2012 UTRCA Watershed Report 
Cards. Eventually, the treed area will provide shade, improve air 
quality, and offer food and habitat for wildlife. The increased 
species	biodiversity	will	also	benefit	the	environment.

Thank you to Home Hardware London East and to Tree Canada 
for making the project possible.
Contact: Karen Pugh, Resource Specialist

 
Burgess Park Prairie Planting
After	 two	growing	 seasons	of	 site	preparation,	five	acres	 in	

Burgess	Park	were	recently	seeded	with	native	wildflowers	and	
grasses.	The	field	is	next	to	a	popular	walking/biking	trail	where	
hundreds of trees have also been planted throughout the past 
several years in the Communities for Nature program. 

Species include black-eyed Susan, Indian grass, big bluestem, 
wild	bergamot,	butterfly	milkweed,	 asters,	 and	coneflowers	 to	
name a few. This will eventually be an important pollinator area. 

TD planters at Brookside Park.

Volunteers gather for the tree planting in Mitchell.

Job well done: Students and volunteers planted 175 trees and shrubs.

UTRCA’s Jay Ebel seeds native wildflowers and grasses in Burgess Park.
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For	 the	first	couple	of	years,	prairie	plants	concentrate	on	root	
growth. Less than one percent of the original prairie ecosystem 
remains in Ontario.

Thanks to the City of Woodstock for their support of this project.
Contact: Jay Ebel, Forestry Technician, or Brad Hertner, 
Community Partnership Specialist

25th Annual Furtney Memorial Forest 
Dedication Service

Fanshawe Conservation Area hosted almost 200 people on 
Sunday, September 24 during the annual memorial dedication 
service, even though temperatures soared to 39 degrees with 
the humidex. The crowd also had a great view of the London 
International Air Show!

In the spring, 234 memorial trees were planted in Fanshawe CA 
by the UTRCA’s hand planting crew. One large symbolic tree, a 
red maple, was planted following the dedication service. 

Thank you to the staff of Logan and Evans Funeral Homes and 
Fanshawe CA, and to Pastor Rick Boyes for making the “Gathering 
of the People” a meaningful service. 

The memorial forest program is available to anyone who wishes 
to have a tree planted in memory of a loved one.
Contact: Karen Pugh, Resource Specialist, or visit 
http://www.logan-evans.ca/memorialforest 

Large Crowd at Woodstock Memorial 
Forest Dedication Service

Mayor Trevor Birtch represented both the City of Woodstock 
and the UTRCA at the annual memorial forest dedication service 
held at Pittock Conservation Area on Sunday, October 1. More 
than 300 people attended the service hosted by Brock and Visser 
Funeral Home. A red maple tree was planted to represent all of the 
trees planted in the past year in memory of loved ones. 

The memorial forest is located on the south side of the Pittock 
reservoir, west of County Road 4. Thousands of trees have been 
planted in the forest since the program’s inception in 1994.

Thank you to Pittock CA staff who assisted with the preparations 
for the well received event.
Contact: Karen Pugh, Resource Specialist

 

Discovering the “Dirt on Phosphorus” 
UTRCA staff attended the “Dirt on Phosphorus” field 

demonstration day, which was jointly hosted by the Saugeen Valley 
and Maitland Valley Conservation Authorities. The day started 
with	an	overview	of	phosphorus	export	from	agricultural	fields.	
Local farmers discussed their transition to conservation farming to 
include such practices as strip tillage, 4R nutrient management and 
cover crops. These practices are combined in an effort to improve 
soil health and water quality on their farms. A live demonstration 
with strip tillage equipment gave the group a close look at the 
seed bed creation. 

The tour also included a stop at the University of Waterloo 
research site, where surface runoff and tile drainage phosphorus 
loads are monitored year round. Discussion included the impact 
of best management practices on phosphorus export from this site, 
as well as the research locations around southern Ontario. The day 
wrapped up with a Q&A session, where all the presentations from 
the day were put into a “big picture” context in terms of phosphorus 
loading into the Great Lakes.
Contact: Tatianna Lozier, Agricultural Soil and Water Quality 
Technician

Wetlands in the Watershed
A number of wetland projects are underway in the watershed. 

These projects are located in various locations, including retired 
cropland, sensitive land near watercourses, and woodlots, creating 
unique features in the landscape. 

In several instances, wetlands are being created on agricultural 
cropland,	where	 a	wet	 portion	of	 a	field	has	 resulted	 in	poor	
or	 limited	crop	production.	These	areas	of	 the	field,	which	are	
regularly wet or under water for prolonged periods of time, may 
be well suited for a wetland. 

The wetland projects currently underway vary in size and shape, 
depending on the desired function. Creating deeper sections in 

Construction of a 1.5 acre wetland on a retired portion of an 
agricultural field. 

Two strip till units were demonstrated at the “Dirt on Phosphorus” 
field event.
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a pond will allow aquatic species to overwinter and can offer 
recreation opportunities, while shallower depths are more optimal 
for shorebirds and vegetation growth. Overall, these wetlands are 
an opportunity to naturalize the area, provide habitat, and reduce 
runoff and nutrient losses by slowing and holding back water. 

Wetland ponds within or adjacent to woodlots provide nesting 
habitat and protection for many wildlife species, including 
waterfowl such as wood ducks. These wetlands may be natural 
ponds that have become degraded. A project set to begin this 
month will enhance an abandoned woodlot pond by excavating 
the existing pond to variable depths to create more habitat. The 
increased capacity will also enhance the wetland’s function. 
Contact: Tatianna Lozier, Agricultural Soil and Water Quality 
Technician

Upper Medway Tailgate Meeting
In September, a farmer in the Upper Medway hosted an informal 

“tailgate meeting” with his neighbours. The UTRCA has helped 
coordinate these gatherings in the area to augment the Priority 
Subwatershed Project. These landowners are participating in a 
cost-share incentive program to adopt conservation practices that 
will reduce phosphorus runoff. This meeting gave the farmers a 
unique opportunity to learn about relevant Ontario research from the 
University of Waterloo. The group’s engagement showed staff that 
landowners	are	interested	in	finding	solutions	to	nutrient	loading,	
but	that	learning	about	the	problem	is	an	important	first	step.
Contact: Michael Funk, Agricultural Soil and Water Quality 
Technician

Woodstock to Hickson Trail
Over the past few years, UTRCA staff have been working with 

the	Hickson	Trail	Committee	to	find	a	feasible	way	to	complete	
the Woodstock to Hickson hiking and biking trail along an old 
railway line. The trail was initiated several years ago. It starts 
at Oxford Road 17 in Woodstock and heads north 6.2 km to the 
Braemar Side Road. The trail is about 700 m east of Highway 59 
and essentially parallels it. 

North of the Braemar Side Road, two crossings of Mud Creek 
were required to ensure safe access for hikers. In the end, two 
used	 transport	 truck	flat	 beds	were	 chosen	 for	 the	 crossings.	
UTRCA staff worked with the trail group, area landowners and 
the Township of East Zorra-Tavistock to prepare a design. The full 
span crossings are being installed in early October.

The completed trail will extend more than 10 km between 
Woodstock and Hickson and will offer views of some of Canada’s 
best farmland and rural scenery. 
Contact: Brad Glasman, Manager, Conservation Services

 
 

Coffee, Crops & Donuts workshop on 
Erosion Control Structures

UTRCA staff was recently invited to provide technical input 
for a farm tour in Bruce County. A farm owned by a past Thames 
River watershed resident, Robert De Brabandere, was hosting an 

Janina Plach (University of Waterloo) discusses phosphorus research 
with the group.

A used truck bed is set in place along the trail. It will be ready for use 
once the railings, deck boards and lead-up ramps are in place.

Tori Waugh of the Saugeen Valley Conservation Authority displays a 
plan of the structural erosion control project installed on a local farm. 
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event to showcase structural erosion control (water & sediment 
control basins and grassed waterways) as part of a suite of best 
management practices that also included rotations and cover crops.

The event was part of a series of workshops hosted by a Saugeen 
Valley/Bruce	County	conservation	group	and	offered	a	guided	tour	
of the farm with commentary from the farmer, CA staff and a local 
soil erosion control contractor. UTRCA staff had helped design 
the project a few years ago as an educational opportunity for staff 
from the Saugeen Valley CA and Ontario Ministry of Agriculture, 
Food and Rural Affairs, and to help train a local contractor. 
Contact: Brad Glasman, Manager, Conservation Services

Clean Water Program
The Clean Water Program’s Review Committee recently held 

its second meeting of 2017. To date this year, the committee has 
approved more than $310,000 in projects with cost-sharing of over 
$83,000. The majority of projects include wetland restoration and 
construction, tree and shrub planting, and soil erosion control on 
farmland. Decommissioning unused wells also remains a popular 
best management practice. 
Contact: Brad Glasman, Manager, Conservation Services

On the Agenda
The next UTRCA Board of Directors meeting will be October 

24, 2017. Approved board meeting minutes are posted on the 
publications page at www.thamesriver.on.ca.
• UTRCA Forest Cover Loss 
•	 Wildwood	Reservoir	Fish	Die	Off/Algal	bloom
• 2017 Municipal Budget Workshop Full Summary
• 2018 Draft Budget Approval
• Agenda Posting Date Recommended Policy Change
• Administration and Enforcement - Section 28 
• House Rental Rates
Contact: Michelle Viglianti, Administrative Assistant

A group of farmers investigate a water & sediment control basin 
(WASCoB) and grassed waterway, part of the erosion control features 
on this Bruce County farm. 

A well built and maintained berm helps control runoff through a 
natural drainageway on this farm. Thirteen narrow-based tile outlet 
water & sediment control basins (WASCoBs) and a grassed waterway 
were installed across this property to control rill erosion. 

www.thamesriver.on.ca
519-451-2800

Twitter @UTRCAmarketing
Find us on Facebook!


