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Summer in the Park
This past summer, Community Education staff at Fanshawe and 

Wildwood Conservation Areas teamed up with park staff to offer a 
variety of educational activities for visitors. Family-focused events 
at Fanshawe included an Interpretive Hike, a Pond-Field-Forest 
Exploration and a Learn-to-Canoe Day. Themed events, such as 
Save-our-Bees and a Butterfly Blitz, were also offered in the day 
use area to teach patrons about local species and how we can help 
protect our environment. Staff were delighted with the turnout 
and look forward to offering more events in summers to come.

Community Education staff at Wildwood offered hands-on 
educational activities on Friday afternoons at the Visitor Services 
Centre. Weekly themes corresponded with the weekend activities 
that were planned by park staff. Over the course of the summer, 
138 participants learned about Owls, Rocks and Minerals, Tree 
ID, Tracking, Birds and Animal Groups. Staff also developed a 
“50 Things to Do at Wildwood” checklist to encourage campers 
to explore the park.
Contact: Karlee Flear, Community Education Supervisor, or Erin 
Dolmage, Community Education Technician
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Soil Your Undies
UTRCA staff were burying underwear in farm fields in June to kick off the “Soil Your 

Undies” challenge. After 8 weeks in the soil, the underwear were dug up to see how much 
decomposition had occurred. This exercise offered an excellent talking point for landowners 
and staff to discuss best management practices that impact soil health on farms, and the 
landowners got a kick out of soiling their undies!
Contact: Michael Funk, Agricultural Soil & Water Technician

St. Marys Memorial Forest
Wildwood Conservation Area was the setting for the annual 

St. Marys Memorial Forest dedication service on August 27. 
Approximately 170 people were on hand as Gary Mallalieu, 
Funeral Director from Hodges Funeral Home in St. Marys, 
welcomed everyone to the service. UTRCA Resource Specialist 
Karen Pugh provided greetings, and Pastor Katie Nightengale gave 
a message. The names of 97 individuals were read, followed by 
the planting of a tulip tree as a living memorial.

Each spring, spruce trees are planted at the actual memorial 
forest, which is located on Line 13, south of County Road 9. The 
program is open to anyone wishing to purchase a tree in memory 
of a loved one.

Thank you to Wildwood CA staff Dave Griffin, Eric Fink, Karen 
Sockett and Paul Switzer, who carried out the event logistics.
Contact: Karen Pugh, Resource Specialist, or Andrew Hodges, 
andrew@hodgesfuneralhome.ca 
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Friends of Stoney Creek Celebrate 25 
Years!

The Friends of Stoney Creek are a group of concerned citizens 
who work with the UTRCA, the City of London and the local 
community to improve the health of Stoney Creek. Since 1992, 
the Friends and their partners have been implementing hands-on 
stream rehabilitation projects along the creek, creating educational 
opportunities, and sharing their experience and knowledge. 

This year, the Friends of Stoney Creek are celebrating 25 years 
of conservation work in London! To commemorate this milestone, 
the Friends have dedicated the year to encouraging friends and 
neighbours to get involved in on-the-ground projects to help the 
Stoney Creek subwatershed. So far this year, the Friends have:

•  Planted native shade trees at four schools in the Stoney 
Creek watershed 

•  Partnered with Stoneybrook Public School to plant a native 
wildflower garden

•  Partnered with the UTRCA to deliver the Stream of 
Dreams program

•  Held two Adopt-A-Park litter clean ups (one along Stoney 
Creek near Constitution Park and one at Hastings Park)

•  Installed one low impact development (LID) rain garden 

Upcoming projects include:
•  Annual Community Tree Planting Day in October
•  Report Card Program with students from AB Lucas 
Secondary School in the fall

•  Two Adopt-A-Park litter clean ups
•  Installing another LID rain garden
•  Erecting interpretive signs along the Stoney Creek Trail

“We are pleased to be celebrating 25 years of protecting Stoney 
Creek,” said Charlotte Bouckley, from the Friends of Stoney Creek. 
“Thank you to all of the Friends of Stoney Creek and community 
members for your efforts over the past 25 years. We also appreciate 
the ongoing guidance and support of the UTRCA. We welcome 
new ideas and new members as we continue to improve Stoney 
Creek watershed’s health.”

For more information, go to www.thamesriver.on.ca/education-
community/watershed-friends-of-projects/stoneycreek/
Contact: Linda Smith, Community Partnership Specialist

Canadian Soil Summit
UTRCA staff took part in the Soil Conservation Council of 

Canada Summit on Canadian Soil Health. This event brought 
together farmers, staff from several environmental and agricultural 
organizations, and researchers to learn about the importance of soil 
health in agricultural systems. A bus tour made stops at the Elora 
Research Station and the Perth Demonstration Farm, before ending 
at Bob McIntosh’s farm in St. Marys. Bob gave an overview of 
his experience no-till farming over the past 27 years, including 
lessons learned. His concern for soil erosion led him to install 
water and sediment control basins, which work most effectively 
when coupled with no-till farming practices. Cover crops have also 
been included in the rotation to further reduce erosion, increase 
infiltration and build soil structure. 

Bob has been involved with a University of Waterloo research 
project for the past several years. Tile and surface runoff 
phosphorus concentrations are monitored year round to understand 
the link between the phosphorus and field management practices.   
Contact: Tatianna Lozier, Agricultural Soil & Water Technician

Four Stoney Creek watershed schools have new shade trees, thanks to 
the Friends of Stoney Creek.

Some of the trash pulled from in and around Stoney Creek during the 
spring clean up.

Conservation Authority staff inside a lysimeter bunker at the Elora 
Research Station. Lysimeters are used to measure the amount of water 
retained within the soil, which is an important soil health parameter. 

http://www.thamesriver.on.ca/education-community/watershed-friends-of-projects/stoneycreek/
http://www.thamesriver.on.ca/education-community/watershed-friends-of-projects/stoneycreek/
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Painted “dreamfish” on a school yard fence.

Dreams program. Glen Cairn is the fourth and final school in the 
Glen Cairn area to take part in the program.

This coming fall, we’re excited to be taking the program to 
two more London schools - Northbrae Public School and Louise 
Arbour French Immersion Public School.
Contact: Linda Smith, Community Partnership Specialist

WISKI & the Upper Medway Project
The Upper Medway Priority Subwatershed Project has been 

running since December 2015. Over 1000 water samples have 
been collected from the northern reaches of the creek. The WISKI 
database system is being used to help organize this data. Staff can 
easily use WISKI to analyze the data and compare results with 
other sampling programs across Ontario. This tool will be used 
to answer questions about phosphorus loading in tributaries of 
the Thames River.
Contact: Michael Funk, Agricultural Soil & Water Technician

On the Agenda
The next UTRCA Board of Directors meeting will be September 

26, 2017. Approved board meeting minutes are posted on the 
publications page at www.thamesriver.on.ca.
• UTRCA Minimum Wage Concerns Letter
• Request for Use of Capital Maintenance Reserve
• Water Control Structure Consultant Selection
• Administration and Enforcement - Section 28
• Source Protection Update
• 2018 Municipal Budget Workshop
• Update on Harrington and Embro EAs
Contact: Michelle Viglianti, Administrative Assistant

The three cells of the wetland offer multiple opportunities to remove 
sediment and nutrients from agricultural runoff.

Tertiary Wetland for Nutrient Removal
In August, UTRCA staff began constructing a new wetland at 

Wildwood Conservation Area. The wetland will be an end-of-pipe 
treatment (tertiary) to treat sediment and nutrients in agricultural 
runoff from 120 acres. The wetland is a pilot project to evaluate 
the efficacy of this system in removing nutrients.

The location was chosen due to the well managed upland 
agricultural fields, which include a variety of in-field best 
management practices such as nutrient management, conservation 
tillage, cover crops and erosion control structures. Having a variety 
of best management practices offers multiple opportunities to 
reduce nutrients and sediment at the field scale. As a result, the 
concentrations of nutrients entering the wetland are typically low, 
which provides the best conditions for this wetland to serve as the 
final removal opportunity before the water enters an adjacent creek. 
Contact: Tatianna Lozier, Agricultural Soil & Water Technician

Stream of Dreams
The UTRCA delivered the Stream of Dreams program at 

Stoneybrook and Glen Cairn public schools in the spring of 
2017. Students from Laurier and Montcalm secondary schools 
assisted by helping to prime and varnish wooden fish. The Friends 
of Stoney Creek partnered with Stoneybrook staff and students 
to paint and prepare all 550 “dreamfish” for mounting on the 
schoolyard fences. 

The Stream of Dreams program brings watershed awareness to 
communities by teaching students about the life and function of 
rivers and streams and engaging the whole school population in 
a community art project. Since 2015, eight schools from across 
the Upper Thames watershed have participated in the Stream of 

http://www.thamesriver.on.ca

