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you need to carry out any studies. If necessary, our staff may visit 
your property to learn more about your project. 
Regulations Staff contacts: Mark Snowsell (projects in the City 
of London), Karen Winfield (projects outside the City of London), 
Cari Ramsey (Regulation Limit mapping and data requests)

 

 
Spring Tree Planting

The UTRCA’s forestry unit is gearing up for another busy 
tree planting season. The planting crews will carry out a number 
of conservation efforts to help control soil erosion, buffer 
watercourses and retire marginal lands. 

Rural landowners in the Upper Thames River watershed may 
be eligible to purchase trees through the UTRCA for tree planting 
projects on their property. Landowners have the option of planting 
the trees on their own, or paying for the UTRCA planting and 
maintainenance service. Coniferous and deciduous seedlings and 
large stock trees are available.

Information on the private land tree planting program is available 
at www.thamesriver.on.ca. Many species are sold out, so please 
contact us for species availability, cost sharing opportunities, or 
to add your name to the list for a site visit next fall. 
Contact: Brenda Gallagher, Forestry Technician

 
Western Fair Farm Show 2017

On March 8-10, Conservation Authority staff will be at this 
year’s premier Southwestern Ontario Indoor Farm Show in 
London. UTRCA staff are involved with two displays, one UTRCA 
only and the other a joint CA forestry display. 

Working with Property Owners
If you are planning any construction work or development in a 

regulated area, you may need a permit from the UTRCA. Provincial 
laws and regulations give the UTRCA the responsibility to prevent or 
restrict development in areas where the control of flooding, erosion, 
pollution or the conservation of land may be affected. 

Regulated areas include the land in or near rivers, streams, ponds, 
wetlands, steep slopes and floodplains. UTRCA Regulations 
Officers work with property owners by providing advice and 
issuing permits to help protect property in regulated areas. In 2016, 
the UTRCA processed 236 permit applications.

Our Land Use Regulations Officers can tell you how the 
regulation may affect your property. They may offer advice on 
how you can change your plan so it fits within the regulation. 
They can also tell you what documents you need to submit or if 
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Potted conifers and deciduous trees at the Fanshawe CA workshop, 
waiting to be planted at sites across the watershed.
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Over 25,000 spectators are expected. The UTRCA has been 
part of this show for over 50 years promoting and exhibiting our 
agricultural and tree planting programs and services. We hope to 
see you there!
Contact: Brad Glasman, Manager, Conservation Services

Rural Landowners Workshop 
This year’s Rural Landowners Workshop with be at the St. 

Marys Pyramid Recreation Centre on March 21 at 7 pm. The 
topics will include woodlot health and management, cover crops, 
and managing runoff from farm buildings. 

The workshop is an opportunity to speak with experts about 
environmental opportunities and grants in your watershed. 
Admission is free and all are welcome. Refreshments and door 
prizes will be provided.
Contact: John Enright, Forester

Continuing the LID Learning
The UTRCA is hosting two workshops in March as part of 

ongoing Low Impact Development (LID) training. The workshops 
will benefit consulting and construction engineers, environmental 
consultants, conservation authority and agency staff, municipal 
engineers, planners, municipal inspectors, landscapers, contractors 
and contract administrators.

A workshop on March 2 focuses on erosion and sediment control 
(ESC). This workshop will look at the importance of and rationale 
for good erosion and sediment control, the various types of best 
management practices available, alternative options for dealing 
with problematic sites, and key recommendations for protecting  
LID practices. Participants will also learn about the tender process, 
specifically the challenges that tenders present and how to make 
them work for you. Examples of both good and bad ESC plans will 
help reinforce the principles of ESC planning. This workshop is 
being presented by staff from the Toronto and Region Conservation 
Authority (TRCA).

On March 29, a second workshop explores LID construction, 
inspection and maintenance. The instructors will highlight 

potential errors, explain proper techniques, and share lessons 
learned from examples in southern Ontario and similar cold climate 
regions. This workshop is being presented by staff from Credit 
Valley Conservation and the TRCA.

These workshops are sponsored by the Ontario Ministry of the 
Environment and Climate Change and Environment and Climate 
Change Canada. Both events filled quickly. Plans are underway 
to offer them again in the fall. 
Contact: Vanni Azzano, Community Education Specialist, or Imtiaz 
Shah, Environmental Engineer

Doing Good for Nature and Your 
Community!

The Communities for Nature program creates connections 
between businesses, industries and the local community, and 
improves the environment for everyone. The UTRCA works with 
groups such as schools, Junior Farmers, 4-H and local businesses 
interested in supporting local environmental initiatives. We meet with 
local partners to identify sites that can be restored, then coordinate 
community involvement in planting native trees, shrubs, wildflowers 
and aquatic plants. Projects range from small neighbourhood sites 
to large multi-year corporate and municipal initiatives. 

The program’s benefits include:
• Improving water and air quality
• Providing wildlife habitat
• Protecting endangered species
• Increasing biodiversity
• Providing opportunities for students to get involved in their 

community and to learn that their efforts make a difference
• Working with friends and neighbours
• Making our communities better places to live
Contact: Karen Pugh, Resource Specialist

Off-Season Nutrient Planning
The Priority Subwatershed Project continues into the 2017 

calendar year. This project studies the impact of Best Management 
Practices (BMPs) on the water quality of Medway Creek, 
particularly with respect to phosphorus inputs.

LID mimics a site’s predevelopment hydrology by using small, simple 
designs and cost-effective landscape features at the lot level, to 
infiltrate, filter, store, evaporate and detain runoff close to its source.

Students of all ages participate in the Communities for Nature program.
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Landowners in the Upper Medway Creek subwatershed meet 
regularly to discuss land management practices and how they 
affect the health of the creek. A highlight from the January Tailgate 
Meeting was the discussion about the 4R Nutrient Management 
Program being introduced to Ontario. The 4R concept incorporates 
the Right fertilizer source at the Right rate, at the Right time and 
in the Right place.

Soil sampling is also being conducted on area farms to help 
landowners make informed decisions about their nutrient 
applications. The UTRCA will continue to organize these tailgate 
meetings as part of the Great Lakes Agricultural Stewardship 
Initiative program. 
Contact: Michael Funk, Agricultural Soil & Water Quality 
Technician

Hodges Pond - Cedar Creek Connection
Hodges Pond is located on Cedar Creek in Norwich Township, 

south of Woodstock. In 2001, a report recommended removing 
the Hodges Pond dam in order to improve the water quality of 
the creek. The report was part of a community-based process 
with multiple partners, including Oxford County, the City of 
Woodstock, Townships of Norwich and South-West Oxford, 
UTRCA, local landowners, and others.

A project is now underway to address the barrier issue. However, 
rather than removing the concrete dam structure, a revised option 
has been chosen that includes re-establishing the original route 
of Cedar Creek. The new channel will extend to the west of the 
existing dam, where surveys suggest the creek used to flow.

Much of the new channel was excavated in the fall and early 
winter of 2016. The remaining 6 metres of embankment will be 
removed during summer 2017, when flows are lowest. The new 
channel is more than 13 m wide at the bottom and 25 m wide at 
the top. Along its length, there are two stone riffles created from 
more than 300 tonnes of stone. 

Once the rest of the embankment is breached, the upper-most 
riffle will slowly release the pond water, keeping the area stable 
while vegetation becomes established. Over several months, the 
stones will be readjusted until the riffle’s final shape is stabilized 
and the creek is able to run freely. 

This barrier is one of over one hundred barriers within the 
Thames River watershed that restrict the movement of fish and 
other aquatic life and degrade water quality by raising the water 
temperature and reducing oxygen levels. The area around Hodges 
Pond has many cold water springs and there is the potential to 
create an improved fishery.

The project is being carried out in partnership with Stewardship 
Oxford and the County of Oxford. Major funding comes from the 
Ontario Ministry of the Environment and Climate Change’s Great 
Lakes Guardian Community Fund.
Contact: Brad Glasman, Manager, Conservation Services

Mini Water Festival in London Schools
More than 900 students at 10 London schools are participating 

in Mini Water Festivals this winter. The program is designed to 
encourage students to use new drinking water fountains and water 
bottle refilling stations being installed in their schools. The festival 
teaches students in grades 5 and 7 about the benefits of water for 
their own health, where their drinking water comes from, and how 
they can help protect water quality. 

The UTRCA is delivering the program, in partnership with the 
City of London, Thames Valley District School Board, and London 
District Catholic School Board.

January “Tailgate Meeting” for landowners in the Upper Medway Creek 
subwatershed.

Digging a new channel from the creek towards the existing pond.

Grade 7 students teach grade 5 students about the pipelines that 
carry Great Lakes water to the City of London and other municipalities.
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The Mini Water Festival teaches grade 7 students about water 
in their own environment, and encourages them to take on a 
leadership role in sharing what they learn. Some of the students 
lead grade 5 students through activity stations, while others use 
their creative skills to develop an art-based marketing campaign 
encouraging their peers to drink more water and use their school’s 
new water bottle refilling stations.

The Mini Water Festival activity stations include:
• Water Bodies: Students explore the ways our bodies use water 

and how drinking water every day can help keep us healthy.
• Drop in the Bucket: Students learn about all the water in the 

world and how much is available for human consumption. 
They make a water bracelet, take an oath to protect and 
conserve our water, and help create a community art piece.

• Perfect Pipelines: Students test their problem-solving and 
planning skills by using pipes to move water from one of the 
Great Lakes to their tap.

• A-Maze-ing Water Treatment: Students run through an obstacle 
course with limbo poles, pylons and tubes to simulate drinking 
water going through the drinking water treatment process.

• Our Water Footprint: Working as a team, students race to 
investigate ways to conserve water in their everyday activities.
 The Mini Water Festival is part of the Healthy Kids Community 

Challenge funded by the Ministry of Health and Long Term Care.
Contact: Linda Smith, Community Partnerships Specialist

2017 Watershed Report Cards 
Under Construction

2017 is a busy year for staff compiling information for the 
2017 Watershed Report Cards (WRC), due out at the end of the 
year. Every five years, the UTRCA produces WRC for the 28 
watersheds within the Upper Thames River watershed. Past issues 
were published in 2001, 2007 and 2012.

The WRC provide an assessment and letter grade for surface 
water quality and forest conditions. In addition to the grades, the 
report cards include information on current watershed features, 
groundwater resources, land-based activities, recommended actions, 
and highlights of progress since the last WRC were produced.

WRC allow us to track environmental changes over time 
and give an indication of program needs in light of current 
stressors. They also help to track progress towards the UTRCA’s 
Environmental Targets. 

The report cards summarize a large amount of technical information 
in a concise package to motivate and guide environmental action and 
on-the-ground projects. Over the years, they have been very well 
used by UTRCA staff as well as our municipal partners, agency 
staff, community groups and individuals.
Contact: Cathy Quinlan, Terrestrial Biologist, or Karen Maaskant, 
Water Quality Specialist

Pittock Fishing Hole
A new “fishing hole” has been created at Pittock Conservation 

Area through funding from Fisheries and Oceans Canada’s 
Recreational Fisheries Community Partnership Program. Rock, 
dead ash trees and cedar logs were used to build more than 

180 square metres of underwater shoals. The area will provide 
shelter for young fish as well as feeding and spawning habitat not 
otherwise found in this part of the reservoir. 

In addition to the shoals, native hardwood trees and shrubs were 
planted around the small bay to buffer the area and offer seclusion. 

The fishing hole is central to the campground and will offer 
angling opportunities for all park visitors. 
Contact: Brad Glasman, Manager, Conservation Services

Lake Victoria Shoreline Enhancement 
Project

As winter arrived in December, an 80 foot long log cribwall 
was completed along the north shore of Lake Victoria in Stratford. 
Timing worked perfectly as the City was carrying out bridge work 
downstream. Lowering the lake level for that project allowed us 
to complete the cribwall in ideal conditions. 

Two days were spent in late November building the 1500 lb crib 
sections. Most of the work was done by UTRCA staff, with the 
help of an Upper Avon River Conservation Club member. Over 
1000 lag bolts and hundreds of 10 inch spikes secure the timber. 

In mid-December, an excavator & operator dug out the area 
for the cribwall and lifted the cribs into place while staff finished 
installing additional bolts and nails. About 400 tonnes of stone 

An 80 metre long shoal of rock and timber nears completion.

A drone view of the new rock shoal, which will be underwater during 
much of the year. 
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and a few loads of topsoil were added to the mix to complete 
the project. Next spring the Stratford Parks Department will re-
establish the pedestrian trail through this area.

The project not only protects trail users but also stabilizes the 
bank. Live red osier dogwood cuttings were installed along part of 
the cribwall to create shade for the lake edge, along with a stony 
shoreline to improve aquatic habitat.

The project is in partnership with The Rotary Club of Stratford 
and the Avon River Environmental Association (AREA). The 
Ontario Ministry of the Environment and Climate Change’s Great 
Lakes Guardian Community Fund provided project funding as did 
the Rotary Club and AREA. 
Contact: Brad Glasman, Manager, Conservation Services

New Canada-Ontario Agreement 
Initiatives

The UTRCA recently entered into an agreement with the Ontario 
Ministry of Agriculture, Food and Rural Affairs to carry out several 
innovative and progressive agri-environmental projects through 
2016-1018. Some of the projects include:
• constructing wetlands for tertiary water quality treatment off 

agricultural lands, 
• creating a saturated buffer,
• monitoring a vegetated filter system designed to treat runoff 

from silage leachate that incorporates a steel-slag phosphorus 
filter, 

• installing green infrastructure to reduce runoff from farm 
buildings, 

• cover crop demonstrations, and 
• thinning tree windbreaks. 

Many of these projects will be profiled in upcoming issues of 
the FYI. 
Contact: Tatianna Lozier, Agricultural Soil & Water Quality 
Technician

 

Plans are underway to implement the first saturated buffer project 
in Ontario in the spring, after a visit last fall to Ohio and Indiana to 
gain knowledge of edge-of-field monitoring and saturated buffer 
technology. This prefabricated three chamber Agri-Drain unit allows 
for controlled flow and monitoring and will be installed as part of the 
proposed saturated buffer project. 

Nearing completion as the filter cloth is placed within the log cribwall.

After a bit of final grading, the cribwall is completed and ready for 
rising water levels and park users.

UTRCA staff enjoy a day of hard work and late season warm weather 
building 16’ x 6’ x 5’ high timber cribs. 
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www.thamesriver.on.ca
519-451-2800

Twitter @UTRCAmarketing
Find us on Facebook!

On the Agenda
The next UTRCA Board of Directors meeting will be February 

21, 2017. Agendas and approved board meeting minutes are posted 
at www.thamesriver.on.ca; click on “Publications.”
• 2017 Draft Budget
 •  Delegation - Perth South
 •  Municipal Feedback
• Adoption of 2017 Proposed Budget and Municipal Levy
• Adoption of 2017 Flood Control Capital Levy
• Investment Policy
• Board Committee Role - Finance & Audit
• 2017 Capital Water and Erosion Control Infrastructure 

Projects 
• Board of Directors Policy Handbook Updates
• 2016 Health and Safety Summary
• Administration and Enforcement - Section 28
• Priority Subwatershed Presentation
• Presentation of Service Awards
• Green Hair Spa Presentation
• Cade Property Dedication Presentation
Contact: Michelle Viglianti, Administrative Assistant


