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PREFACE 

Conceived in the wake of a devastating flood in 1937, nurtured by 
recurring, though less serious floods in succeeding years, and 
born in 1947, The Upper Thames River Conservation Authority 
marked its 20th anniversary on September 18, 1967, the year of 
Canada's Centennial. 

The Authority didn't accomplish everything it set out to do in 
those two decades, but despite disappointments, disagreements, 
and frustrations, progress was made. By the time it was 20 years 
old, the Authority controlled land and facilities valued at nearly 
$15,000,000 and was recognized as a leader among the Authorities 
in the province in its record of achievement. 

That so much was accomplished in such a comparatively short 
time was due, in large measure, to the dedication, zeal, and de­
termination of its originators who laid a firm foundation, and to the 
vigor and enthusiasm of those who followed in their footsteps. 

Looking at the Authority, a casual observer might get the im­
pression that the municipalities in the watershed welcomed the 
opportunity to form an Authority with open arms. This was not 
quite the case because some of the townships were afraid that the 
cost might be too great. Pains had to be taken to explain the 
Authority's aims and the benefits that could be derived by collective 
action. 

Indicative of the stature of the Authority in the eyes of the ex­
perts was a comment made at a seminar on civic design, held in 
Stratford in July, 1962. After examining the plan and hearing it 
explained by L. N. Johnson, Authority secretary-treasurer and 
field officer, one of the experts said: "This (Upper Thames) design 
has benefitted a majority of the people, both recreationally and 
economically. It is thercfore a good civic design. " 

The word "conservation" has a wide connotation and can mean 
many things to many people. A former minister of the Ontario 
Department of Lands and Forests, lIon. J. W. Spooner, once de­
scribed it "as a way of life forced on us by modern conditions if we 
are to maintain our standard of living. " 

Another definition, used down through the years in conservation 
aut h 0 r it y literature, grew out of a meeting held in London in 
October, 1944, called to consider river valley development in 
Ontario. There, conservation was described as "The wise use of 
all natural resources of a river valley, for all the people living in 
the valley for all time. " 
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The Thames River rises in the highlands of Perth and Oxford 
counties and carries its water more than 190 miles to Lake St. 
Clair. The Upper Thames watershed comprises the drainage area 
of the river above the confluence of Dingman Creek with the main 
river 10 miles southwest of the city of London. It measures 51 
miles in length (north and south), has a maximum width of 37 miles, 
an average width of 26 miles and an area of 1,325 square miles. 
Approximately 415 square miles are in Middlesex County, 420 in 
Oxford, 480 in Perth and 10 in Huron. 

The watershed is drained by two main branches of the Thames 
and their tributaries. The North Branch and the South Branch meet 
at "The Forks" near the southwesterly limits of downtown London. 
The Middle Branch is the main tributary of the South Branch, its 
confluence being approximately 16 miles above "The Forks" at 
London. Main t rib uta r i e s of the North Branch are the Medway 
Creek, which joins the North Branch about three miles above "The 
Forks", Trout Creek which joins the North Branch at the town of 
St. Marys and the Avon River which joins the North Branch about 
four miles above St. Marys. 
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