
Great Lakes Emerging Champions 

Mini-Grant Program

Working to both promote and implement LID 

pilot projects in the Upper Thames River 

watershed for the past five years

• UTRCA targets – Improving water quality

• Create an Urban Stewardship Program

• Reduce stormwater and nutrient 

runoff by promoting widespread 

adoption of LID through education, 

demonstration and technical 

support

• Focus on influencing behaviour



Mini- Grant Program and the UTRCA

• More formalized internal staff team

• Program goals include both professional 

development for the organization and 

the promotion of Green Infrastructure

• Projects mostly private sector partners 

and three or four of the 17 member 

municipalities

• Interested in continuing to learn and 

become more adept at LID 

implementation

• Concerted effort to incorporate 

community involvement and education 

into each of the LID Projects



Mini-Grant Program and the UTRCA

LID Installations at Two School sites with Stream of Dreams 

Storm Water Education Program

• Louise Arbour French Immersion Public School



Mini-Grant Program and the UTRCA

LID School Installations and Stream of Dreams Program

• Jeanne Sauve French Immersion Public School



Mini-Grant Program and the UTRCA

Stream of Dreams Program

• Storm water 101 for every student and  staff person in the schools involved 

• Program is  designed to be age appropriate / curriculum linked, for each grade 

• Create a lasting mural for the school to remind them of their impacts on storm 

water



Mini-Grant Program and the UTRCA

Stream of Dreams Program and LID

• Educational activities can be 

extended

• Students are involved in  the 

installation of the LID

• Program involves  the school 

community


