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Dear Rick, 
I hope you are well. I am writing to add some comments to those I left at the last meeting in 
Harrington Hall. 
At that time, it seemed that my frst two preferences for the Harrington dam( do nothing or build 
a new one) were impossible options. So I felt that the off-line pond was the least undesirable 
option left. I had concerns about this option that I voiced at the meeting: namely, where was the 
toxic sludge going? 
How could a "naturalized " setting be relatively maintenance free and not unsightly?( I have 
seen the end results of many "naturalization" projects, and it has been a cluster of overgrown 
weeds and trees, with potholed ground , not conducive to walks). Because of maintenance-free 
overgrowth, would the pond even be visible if not standing right by it? If, as suggested, there be 
a deeper immediate drop in depth to combat weeds, would this not be a concern for children, 
and for liability? 
How could canoeing and boating still be possible with such a small pond? Would the pond be 
accessible if weeds prevented access ? How does non-moving water not create more 
mosquitoes? Will the use of pesticides be required, or will fsh and wildlife take up the slack? 
Which brings me to the subject of fsh and wildlife. After the meeting, I spoke to a biologist who 
was as puzzled as I over the concerns for the well-being of the native brook trout, which seems 
to be a motivating factor in favour of removing the dam. He felt the native trout were in no 
danger now. Would not the removal of the Harrington Dam give easier access to the 
undesirable fsh from Wildwood Lake, a man-made lake? Also, would the ten private dams 
on Trout Creek be removed to protect the fsh? Would it not be better to make our pond a better 
reservoir for the brook trout? 
I am also concerned about the change in wildlife habitat that gathers round a pond, species that 
have begun to come back to this area to breed and nest. Wild swans, osprey, and bluebirds. We 
have had beavers and muskrats, snapping turtles and certain snakes. The disruption of their 
habitat is troubling. 
The disruption of the earth and the water levels also concerns me. We have a dug well, as do 
our neighbours. All our water comes from this well. The fre department has used our large pond 
as the water source to put out fres. Our insurance relies on the ability of the fre department to 
to their job, and the reduction of our largest water source concerns me. 
Last, our community has been gathering and fundraising for nearly two decades to rebuild and 
refurbish the mill, and ultimately, to see it running again. How is this possible without the full 
water power of our pond? Over three decades, we  have created paths and walkways, planted 
trees and shrubs, all planned with our large, beautiful, serene pond as the focus point. All that 
work goes for naught without the focal point. 
I accepted the option of off-line pond and creek because I believed the options I actually wanted 
were off the table. But if we can fnd a corporate sponsor, and fundraise over the decades to 
come, why could we not have a new dam, like the one in Dorchester? 
Our community is not very vocal, but we DO things. I would like to think we could maintain one 
of the most beautiful ponds in Ontario, and certainly in the Upper Thames Conservation Area, 
for a few more generations to come. 

Respectfully, 

Seana McKenna 
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