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Pre-European: Area was 
attractive to First Nation 
People 

1793: First written reference 
to the area 

1812: Settlement began in 
Westminster Township

1878: Earliest reference to 
the area having natural 
significance in the Atlas of 
Middlesex County

Background



Background

1913: Earliest attempt to protect 
the area when W E Saunders 
purchased land near Saunders 
Pond 

Around the same time, the Western 
Ontario Fish and Game Protective 
Association purchased and 
protected land around Fish and 
Game Pond

1915: Railway line established 
through area to connect commuters 
from London to Port Stanley.  



Background

1943: Land was secured 
(expropriated) for a major military 
health campus for veterans returning 
from war 

1961: Land became part of the City 
of London through annexation of 
Westminster Township.



Background

1971: City council passed a 
resolution to preserve the 
Westminster Ponds area through the 
work of many citizen groups

1977 – 1985: Land acquisition 
program was undertaken to acquire 
property in this area 

Transfer of lands from the Federal 
government to the Victoria Hospital 
Corporation

Several technical studies were 
initiated in the early 1980’s



Background

1985: Completion of the first Master 
Plan for the area

1988: The area was designated as 
an ESA

1990: An agreement between the 
UTRCA and the City of London was 
signed

1995 – 1999: Several studies 
conducted by LHSC to identify 
appropriate land use



Background

2000: Initiation of an update to the 
Master Plan 

UTRCA retained in 2002 to 
coordinate Master Plan Update. 

LAC was comprised by a 21 member 
group of dedicated individuals.  
These individuals:
helped develop the mission 
statement,
6 guiding principles, 6 goals and 23 
objectives, and 86 final 
recommendations

2005: Master Plan Update was 
completed.



Master Plan Mission

The City of London, the UTRCA, and 
community partners will preserve the 
ecological integrity of Westminster 
Ponds / Pond Mills Environmentally 
Significant Area while providing 
compatible educational and 
recreational opportunities.



Guiding Principles

Guiding Principles:
preserve ecological integrity
preserve cultural integrity
utilize a community-based approach fro planning and implementing
use the area wisely
create opportunities for awareness and education
consider long term sustainability



Goals

Master Plan 2009

Goals:
Maintain and Enhance Ecological Integrity
Preserve and Promote Cultural Heritage
Engage Community Partners
Determine Compatible Uses
Encourage Awareness and Environmental 
Education
Implement Recommendations



Master Plan Implementation

2006:
• Established and began monitoring of     
groundwater well at Pond Mills
• Finalized land transfer from LHSC
• Removed LHSC fence around Saunders 
Pond
• Installed new rotary boardwalk
• Removed old “T” boardwalk and replaced
• Replaced education dock at north pond
• Naturalized area off Southdale between 
Fish and Game and Dearness
• Completed trail monitoring
• Improved main access points at Southdale
and Adelaide (Rotary) and at South Pond 
(Ducks Unlimited)



Master Plan Implementation

2007:
• Improved main access off tourist centre 
including wheelchair loop
• Installed boardwalk, benches and viewing 
platform at Saunders
• Finalized all access points
• Improved high priority trails
• Improved Western Counties Road
• Marked Saunders cabin and installed 
interpretive plaque
• Closed and signed sensitive trails



Master Plan Implementation

2008:
• Confirmed nesting of Chimney Swifts in 
Wellington Building
• Silverdale staircase removed



Master Plan Mission
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County Cottages
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County Cottages

Master Plan 2009

• Demolition
• Environmental Considerations 
• Cultural Landscape Masterplan




