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Protecting & Maintaining the Pittock 
South Shore Trail
Staff recently spent a week rebuilding and 

protecting the walking and biking trail that 
extends along much of Pittock Reservoir’s south 
shore. This is a very busy trail enjoyed by the 
community and maintained by Conservation 
Area staff. Following up on work a year ago, two 
additional areas of concern were stabilized by 
adding stone along the shoreline to resist water 
erosion and maintain the vulnerable slopes. 

The project took a coordinated effort and 
support from many areas, including the City of 
Woodstock as well as the UTRCA’s flood control 
group, regulatory unit, Conservation Area staff, 
and Conservation Services staff.

Upgrading the trail will improve it for all. Aquatic 
habitat was a consideration for staff when 
designing and installing the protective measures. 
At the area east of the Landsowne Avenue access 

Red-backed Salamander

Placing large 
stone along the 
reservoir bank to 
protect the trail 
for the long term. 
In the bottom 
of the photo is a 
1906-era concrete 
headwall where 
the Lampman 
Drain flows under 
the trail, a remnant 
train crossing 
from pre-Pittock 
construction.

West of the Lampman Drain, a rocky shoal was 
installed that included woody debris. This type of fish 
habitat structure has shown to be very productive in 
our reservoirs.
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point, in addition to lining the shore with large 
river stone underlain with filter cloth, a rock 
shoal with woody material was established as 
fish habitat. At the area just west of the Roth 
Park parking lot, large woody material was 
incorporated right into the revetment works. This 
design provides excellent cavities for fish and 
other aquatic life - mink were actually seen on 
site shortly after construction was completed - 
and basking logs for turtles.

Contact: Justin Skrypnyk, Superintendent, 
Pittock Conservation Area 

CAs - Libraries Partnership Expands!
Once again, the UTRCA Conservation Areas 

(CAs) Unit is giving local library patrons the 
opportunity to visit our parks, when they open. 
The UTRCA has provided 2021 Season Vehicle 
Passes to the St. Marys Public Library, Stratford 
Public Library, London Public Library, and 
London Childreach Lending Library. The latter 
two locations are new partnerships in 2021.
The passes provide day use access to Fanshawe, 

Pittock, and Wildwood CAs, and can be signed 
out similar to a library 
book. This initiative 
began in 2019 with 
the St. Marys Public 
Library and has 
evolved from there.
Contact: Jennifer 
Howley, Manager, 
Conservation Areas

Spring Water Quality Monitoring at 
UTRCA Cover Crop Sites
Streams and rivers in the upper Thames River 

watershed experienced a brief period of high 
water in March during the spring melt. Unlike 
some years, all the winter’s snow melted over the 
course of a few days. Without rainfall to prolong 
the high flows, the water levels receded quickly.
The spring melt is an important time to collect 

water quality samples. Monitoring stations 
are set up on several tributaries throughout 
the watershed with water quality sampling 
equipment, in an effort to measure parameters 
such as phosphorus. 

The samplers in the upper Medway Creek 
measure any differences between subwatersheds 
planted with winter cover crops to help hold the 
soil in place, and those without cover crops.
Contact: Michael Funk or Tatianna Lozier, 
Agricultural Soil & Water Quality Technicians

Along the 
asphalt pathway 
just east of Roth 
Park, large tree 
trunks or boles 
were built right 
into the bank 
revetment, 
in a visually 
appealing and 
environmentally 
friendly solution.

Runoff passing by a water quality monitoring station 
on the upper Medway during the spring melt (above) 
and typical flows a week later (below).

mailto:mailto:skrypnykj%40thamesriver.on.ca?subject=
mailto:mailto:howleyj%40thamesriver.on.ca?subject=
mailto:mailto:howleyj%40thamesriver.on.ca?subject=
http://thamesriver.on.ca/2021/02/02/cover-crop-research-utrca-weekly-february-2-2021/
mailto:mailto:funkm%40thamesriver.on.ca?subject=
mailto:mailto:loziert%40thamesriver.on.ca?subject=


3

New Thorndale Demonstration Farm 
The UTRCA has established a new, 23 hectare 

(58 acre) demonstration farm near Thorndale. 
The farm will be used to demonstrate agricultural 
best management practices (BMPs) and 
showcase how they can improve soil health 
and local water quality. The goal is to provide 
examples of BMPs that can be used on your own 
farm property.
The demonstration farm will be the site of 

a number of innovative BMPs ranging from 
controlled drainage to cover crop management. 
Other special features will include woody 
fencerow management, pollinator habitat, buffer 
plantings, and structural erosion control, to 
name a few. Staff began work on the property in 
February, removing overhanging branches from 
windbreaks and clearing hazardous limbs. A field 
day is tentatively planned to showcase the farm. 

The project has received financial support 
from many sources, including the Government 
of Canada through the federal Department 
of Environment and Climate Change, and the 
Ontario Ministry of Agriculture, Food and Rural 
Affairs, as well as ADS Canada (formerly Ideal 
Drain Tile), Agri Drain Corporation, Bluewater 
Pipe Inc, Hickenbottom Drain Inlets/Maaskant 
Brothers, and McCutcheon Farm Drainage. Other 
supporters include LICO, Middlesex Federation 
of Agriculture, and Middlesex Soil and Crop 
Improvement Association.

As the project progresses, we anticipate more 
industry partners, such as other drainage 
contractors, and academia to take part.
Contact: Craig Merkley, Conservation Services 
Specialist

Stratford Shoreline Project Finishes Up
In February, staff began a project to stabilize 

60 metres of shoreline along the north side 
of Lake Victoria in Stratford. The project was 
funded by the Stratford Energy and Environment 
Committee and the City of Stratford. 

The work involved placing 11 wooden cribs 
along the eroded bank, then filling them with 
stone and topsoil. A canoe/kayak launch was 
also incorporated into the project to provide 
easy access to the lake for paddlers. The launch is 
located on the trail behind the houses on William 
Street, and can be accessed from the park near 
James Street.
In April, TD Friends of the Environment 

approved the Stratford Rotary Club’s application 
for funding to help finish the project with native 
plants and grasses. These plants will provide 
additional environmental benefit by creating a 
buffer of plants that are friendly to pollinators 
and other beneficial insects. 
This project is the latest in a number of 

innovative measures implemented along the 
shoreline by UTRCA to stabilize the banks and 
improve the health of the lake.
Contact: Brad Glasman, Manager, Conservation 
Services

Forestry staff trim a windbreak.
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Tree Planting in Full Swing
The UTRCA’s spring private land tree planting 

program is underway. Tree numbers are up this 
year with very busy seedling and large stock 
programs.

Contact: John Enright, Forester

On the Agenda
The next UTRCA Board of Directors meeting will 

be held virtually on April 27, 2021.
• 2020 Health and Safety Summary Follow Up 

Report 
• Thames River Clean-Up and Volunteer 

Shutdown Impacts
• Provincial Offences Act Officer Designation 

for Brad Dryburgh
• Administration By-Law Update Transparency 

& Accountability Conservation Ontario 
Initiative

• Section 28 Status Report
• Quarterly Financial Update
• Canada Target 1
• Mitchell Reservoir Vegetation Management
Please visit the “Board Agendas & Minutes” page 

at www.thamesriver.on.ca for draft agendas, 
audio/video recordings, and approved minutes.
Contact: Michelle Viglianti, Administrative 
Assistant

Staff and volunteers planted 300 spruce trees 
to create 1100 m (3600 ft) of windbreaks on this 
Middlesex County farm.
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