
1

fyifyi
April 2022

www.thamesriver.on.ca   Twitter @UTRCAmarketing
Facebook @UpperThamesRiverConservationAuthority

Canvasback

Thames River 
Clean Up Returns!
After a two-

year break due 
to COVID-19, the 
Thames River 
Clean Up is a go 
for 2022! Everyone 
is encouraged 
to join in on 
Saturday, April 23, 
to clean up along 
streams and rivers 
throughout the 
Thames watershed.

New participants are welcome 
throughout the watershed. Local clean 
up coordinators are needed in Embro, 
Tavistock, Innerkip, Fullarton, Avonton, 
Muncey, Middlemiss, Wardsville, and 
Louisville. Gloves and garbage bags 
will be available and students can earn 
community service hours.
Participants can enter a draw to win 

a new canoe donated by Nova Craft 
Canoe, or a pair of Muskoka chairs 
donated by CR Plastics of Stratford. 
These chairs are made from 100% 
recycled plastic, reflecting the most 

common material that volunteers find.
Todd Sleeper is the Coordinator of the 

Thames River Clean Up. This year marks 
the 21st year that Todd has organized 
the event, which he began in 2000 
when the Thames was designated as 
a Canadian Heritage River. Since then, 
Todd has organized thousands of people 
up and down the Thames for an annual 
spring clean up around Earth Day.
In 2019, Todd received the UTRCA’s 

Community Conservation Award for his 
years of dedication to improving the 
health of the Thames River.
Visit www.thamesrivercleanup.ca for 

more information and to register.

Festival Hydro Tree Power Program 
The second year of offering native 

trees to Festival Hydro customers was 
a success! On a snowy, cold Saturday, 
April 9, tree planting was not top of 
mind but community members were 
happy to receive the trees they had 
ordered on-line in March. There were 
300 trees available, including native red 
maple, serviceberry, hackberry, river 
birch, paper birch, red oak, ironwood, 
and “autumn fantasy” maple. 

http://www.thamesriver.on.ca
https://twitter.com/UTRCAmarketing
https://www.facebook.com/UpperThamesRiverConservationAuthority/?eid=ARBIFOmTtbruXIFcfpEi1jascFjRpNiBehG_sRx8p5-lyY7tr2HDcQyARjfp_mmIrhMhPtv0IrAj1eIC&timeline_context_item_type=intro_card_work&timeline_context_item_source=100001718590442&fref=tag
http://www.thamesrivercleanup.ca
http://www.thamesrivercleanup.ca
https://thamesriver.on.ca/about-us/thames-heritage-river/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=pfQAKdFQ9P4&t=23s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=pfQAKdFQ9P4&t=23s
http://www.thamesrivercleanup.ca
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The crew ready to hand out trees.

The trees will help to moderate local 
climate by providing shade in the hot 
summer months, eventually reducing 
energy consumption. The trees are also 
a source of food and habitat for birds, 
and help to mitigate climate change by 
storing carbon.
Thank you to Festival Hydro for 

supporting the Tree Power program, 
and to the volunteers from Stratford’s 
Energy and Environment Committee. 
Three students also gained volunteer 
hours. We hope to continue the program 
in 2023.
Contact: Karen Pugh, Resource 
Specialist

Bioengineering Workshop
In March, UTRCA Conservation Services 

staff spent a day with Signal Boost - 
Reforest London, teaching their staff 
and members of the public the in’s-
and-out’s of a bioengineering technique 
called live staking. 
Bioengineering is a restoration 

approach that uses living and dead 
materials to protect and restore 
disturbed and eroded landscapes. 
Eroded stream banks and bare steep 
slopes are areas where bioengineering 
methods may be a preferred, more 
natural solution, rather than hard 
revetment, such as concrete, gabion 
baskets, or cap rock.
On this day, volunteers collected 

cuttings (stakes) from dormant red 

Volunteers collect red osier dogwood 
cuttings from Parkwood Hospital grounds.

UTRCA’s Jay Ebel sharpens an axe and 
instructs community volunteers how to live 
stake this Dingman Creek corridor property.

osier dogwood shrubs and transported 
them to City of London lands along 
Dingman Creek. Once at the “planting” 
site, participants were shown how to 
sharpen the end of the dormant stakes 
and drive them into the soil. 
All-in-all it was a very good day 

as about 25 people braved the cool 
weather to help restore this property 
while learning a new way to do so.
Contact: Brad Glasman, Manager, 
Integrated Watershed Management

mailto:pughk%40thamesriver.on.ca?subject=
mailto:glasmanb%40thamesriver.on.ca?subject=
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Friends of Stoney Creek 30th 
Anniversary Events
2022 marks the Friends of Stoney 

Creek’s (FOSC) 30th anniversary of 
doing amazing work in the Stoney 
Creek watershed! You’re invited to join 
the Friends at this year’s events, to 
celebrate Stoney Creek and increase 
awareness of this community treasure:
• April 24 - Thames River Clean Up
• May 28 - Community Pollinator 

Garden Planting
• June 26 - Barn Swallow Birding 

Hikes
• October 15 - Get To Know Your 

Creek Family Event
Please check out the FOSC Facebook 

page for locations, times, and details.

Community volunteers at the 2017 FOSC 
Spring Clean Up.

Contact: Linda Smith, Community 
Partnerships Specialist

There’s a List for That!
Are you wondering which locally native 

flowers, grasses, or trees to plant, or 
which ones are invasive, non-native 
species? We’ve got a list for that! The 
UTRCA website has several helpful and 
informative lists to assist homeowners, 
landowners, community groups, 
consultants, and others in choosing the 
best species to plant (or avoid).
In 2010, staff compiled the first list of 

recommended native trees and shrubs 

for the watershed (Middlesex, Oxford, 
and Perth Counties). Due to popular 
demand, we expanded this information 
into a series of lists to include:
• Recommended native wildflowers 

and grasses for naturalization 
projects,

• Tallgrass prairie plants native 
to Middlesex, Oxford, and Perth 
Counties, 

• Invasive non-native plants to avoid, 
and

• Southwestern Ontario nurseries that 
sell native plants.

In 2021, staff updated these lists, 
and added three more to assist 
Environmental Education programs:
• Exotic (non-native) wildlife,
• Species at Risk, and 
• Butterfly larvae host food plants.

The lists are in print-ready pdf format, 
making it easy to spread the word about 
the importance of native plants and 
animals in our watershed.  
Contact: Cathy Quinlan, Terrestrial 
Biologist

https://www.facebook.com/FriendsofStoneyCreek
https://www.facebook.com/FriendsofStoneyCreek
mailto:smithl%40thamesriver.on.ca?subject=
https://thamesriver.on.ca/watershed-health/native-species/recommended-trees-and-shrubs/
https://thamesriver.on.ca/wp-content/uploads/Native-trees-shrubs.pdf
https://thamesriver.on.ca/wp-content/uploads/Native-wildflowers-grasses.pdf
https://thamesriver.on.ca/wp-content/uploads/Native-wildflowers-grasses.pdf
https://thamesriver.on.ca/wp-content/uploads/Native-wildflowers-grasses.pdf
https://thamesriver.on.ca/wp-content/uploads/Native-prairies.pdf
https://thamesriver.on.ca/wp-content/uploads/Native-prairies.pdf
https://thamesriver.on.ca/wp-content/uploads/Native-prairies.pdf
https://thamesriver.on.ca/wp-content/uploads/Invasive-plants.pdf
https://thamesriver.on.ca/wp-content/uploads/SWOntario-Nurseries.pdf
https://thamesriver.on.ca/wp-content/uploads/SWOntario-Nurseries.pdf
https://thamesriver.on.ca/education-community/watershed-friends-of-projects/community-science-projects/community-nature-project/
https://thamesriver.on.ca/wp-content/uploads/Invasive-wildlife.pdf
https://thamesriver.on.ca/wp-content/uploads/Species-At-Risk.pdf
https://thamesriver.on.ca/wp-content/uploads/Butterfly-larvae-hostplants.pdf
mailto:quinlanc%40thamesriver.on.ca?subject=
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OMAFRA/COA Project Wraps Up
The UTRCA has maintained a long-

standing tradition of working with 
agricultural partners including farmers, 
agency staff, and industry. For a 
number of years, we have been working 
under the auspices of the Ontario 
Ministry of Agriculture, Food, and Rural 
Affairs (OMAFRA) to help deliver the 
Canada-Ontario Agreement on Great 
Lakes Water Quality and Ecosystem 
Health (COA). COA is an agreement 
between the Government of Canada and 
Province of Ontario to restore, protect, 
and conserve Great Lakes water quality 
and ecosystem health.
The past couple of years have 

seen a number of very positive and 
innovative projects stemming from this 
relationship. Among them are:
• Cover crop demonstrations including 

studying their effectiveness and 
identifying cover crops through 
satellite imagery, as well as 
beginning work around profitability;

• Rural green infrastructure, such as 
the use of water control structures 
along municipal drainage systems 
and wetlands, to help offset high 
flow events and improve water 
quality;

• Promoting best management 
practices;

• Saturated buffer demonstrations 
that continue to monitor a 2018 
installation in partnership with 
Western University and a new 2021 
installation on UTRCA lands;

• UTRCA Demonstration Farm where 
OMAFRA is supporting many of the 
activities such as pollinator gardens, 
a blind inlet, and knowledge transfer 
opportunities.

UTRCA staff continue to work with 
OMAFRA management and field staff 
at the local level to share technical 
expertise, demonstrate and test new 
ideas, and deliver stewardship advice to 
area farmers. It is a win-win for all. 
Contact: Brad Glasman, Manager, 
Integrated Watershed Management

UTRCA staff present project information 
to staff from OMAFRA’s Environmental 
Management Branch in 2017.

Stream of Dreams
As April draws to a close, so, too, do 

the 2021-2022 Stream of Dreams in-
school programs. With support from the 
Thames Valley District School Board, 
UTRCA staff were excited to involve 
seven schools and teach more than 
3,000 students how to better protect 
our waterways!

mailto:glasmanb%40thamesriver.on.ca?subject=
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Stream of Dreams students painting their 
Dream Fish, which will be installed in a 
mural on their schoolyard fence.

Stream of Dreams murals will be 
installed in April and May at AJ Baker, 
Byron Southwood, Cedar Hollow, 
Cleardale, Lord Nelson, Tecumseh, and 
West Oaks Public Schools. Many thanks 
to all the wonderful school communities 
that welcomed us and provided support 
for their students to participate.
Contact: Linda Smith, Community 
Partnerships Specialist

On the Board Agenda
The next Board of Directors meeting 

will be held virtually on April 26, 2022. 
The following items are on the draft 
agenda:
• Species at Risk Stewardship 

Program Funding Update
• Workplace Safety and Insurance 

Board Rebate
• Site Alteration By-Law Report
• Provincial Offences Act Officer 

Designation for Aaron Brooker
• Administration and Enforcement - 

Section 28 Status Report
• Water Management Spring Update 

and Reservoir Status  
• First Quarter 2022 Financial Update
Visit the “Board Agendas & Minutes” 

page at www.thamesriver.on.ca for 
agendas, reports, audio/video links and 
recordings, and approved minutes.
Contact: Michelle Viglianti, 
Administrative Assistant

www.thamesriver.on.ca 
Twitter @UTRCAmarketing 

Facebook @UpperThamesRiverConservationAuthority
519-451-2800

mailto:smithl%40thamesriver.on.ca?subject=
http://thamesriver.on.ca/board-agendas-minutes/
mailto:vigliantim%40thamesriver.on.ca?subject=
http://www.thamesriver.on.ca
https://twitter.com/UTRCAmarketing
https://www.facebook.com/UpperThamesRiverConservationAuthority/?eid=ARBIFOmTtbruXIFcfpEi1jascFjRpNiBehG_sRx8p5-lyY7tr2HDcQyARjfp_mmIrhMhPtv0IrAj1eIC&timeline_context_item_type=intro_card_work&timeline_context_item_source=100001718590442&fref=tag
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