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Summertime Job Experience
The Conservation Services unit welcomes 

Brynn Anderson, who has joined the UTRCA for 
the summer through the Canada Summer Jobs 

program. 
From water 

quality and 
fish sampling 
to wildflower 
plantings 
and assisting 
with new trail 
bridges, Brynn 
has been busy 
helping with 
a number of 
projects.
Luckily, 

Brynn said, 
“my favourite 
thing would 
have to be the 

various projects I’ve gotten to help work on. I’ve 
been a part of so many things in such a short 
period!” She also shared that, “it has been an 
environmental science lover’s dream come true!!” 
to work at UTRCA for the summer. We are so glad 
you’ve enjoyed this work experience, Brynn!

Keep Green and Carry On
The UTRCA’s Communities for Nature program 

gratefully acknowledges new funding from 
Home Hardware, Tree Canada, and TD Friends of 
the Environment Foundation, in the amount of 
$22,200.
The funding will support planting in various 

locations throughout London, St. Marys, Mitchell, 
and Oneida Nation of the Thames. Native trees 
and shrubs will be planted through the program 
in September and October.
The benefits of trees are obvious. We are 

taught that trees absorb carbon dioxide, 
provide oxygen, give us shade, protect against 
soil erosion, provide food for birds and other 
wildlife, and increase property values, to list just 
a few benefits. Let’s also remember that when 
we spend more time in nature, our well-being 
increases in terms of mood, mental calm, and 
better sleep, and we feel a decrease in stress and 
negativity. 
Tree planting helps everyone feel more 

connected to nature. Thanks to our supporters 
and volunteers, these positive actions will benefit 
us and our environment today, and far into the 
future.
Contact: Karen Pugh, Resource Specialist

Spiny Softshell Turtle

Brynn geared up for fish sampling
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Wildwood Virtual Field Trips
Wildwood Education staff took a different 

approach to field trips this spring, developing 
and offering curriculum connected virtual 
experiences for Grade 1 to Grade 6 classes. The 
calendar filled up quickly and the opportunity to 
engage, inform, and visit with students and staff 
to share in the wonders and joys of nature was a 
great way to connect when connecting in person 
wasn’t possible. 
Classes were offered a topic-specific Google 

Choice Board that provided asynchronous links 
to outside project suggestions, electronic games, 
and cross curricular extension ideas. Each Choice 
Board also included a video that Wildwood 
Education staff created to ensure classes could 
experience different destinations. These included 
a Puppet Show, Stream Talk, Wildflower Walk, 
Rock Pit and Habitats Tour, and Floodplain Model. 
Also included were videos from other UTRCA 
staff removing invasive species. 

The culmination of the trips was a 30 to 45 
minute synchronous session with Wildwood 
Education staff for sharing, games, mindfulness 
moments, and some interesting and wonderful 
student Q&A. Most of these sessions included a 
tripod, a cell phone, and a seat in the woods so 
staff could share nature, from nature! 
Contact: Maranda MacKean, Community 
Education Specialist (Wildwood)

Festival Hydro “Tree Power” 
approved for 2nd Year!
The UTRCA is pleased to work in partnership 

with Festival Hydro and Stratford’s Energy and 
Environment Committee to offer the Tree Power 
program for a second year. 
A total of 300 trees will be available for purchase 

by residents served by Festival Hydro. The on-line 
ordering system will open in March 2022 (date to 
be determined). Last spring, all the trees sold out 
in less than two hours!
We are happy to see that the demand for 

trees is high, which has been the case across 
the province for some time now. However, this 
also means securing trees is a challenge and 
COVID-19 added extra links to the supply and 
demand chain.
Stay tuned, and thank you to Festival Hydro for 

their continued support of this popular program.
Contact: John Enright, Forester, or Karen Pugh, 
Resource Specialist 

Western Lake Erie Student Summit: 
Learning in Action!
The Western Lake Erie Student Summit project 

brought together almost 400 students and 
staff from seven different school boards across 
Southwestern Ontario. Staff from six different 
conservation authorities collaborated to provide 
the framework, teaching and support, and a 
webinar for all participants. 
The aim of the project was to provide 

teachers with opportunities to use Lake Erie 
and connecting watersheds as a context for 
teaching and learning.  The project was designed 
to provide students with experiences to help 
develop personal connections with Lake Erie by 
learning about and developing solutions to local 
and authentic issues affecting the lake through 
interactive opportunities provided.
Participating classes were led through a process 

designed to engage students to learn and think 
critically about issues in their local community 
affecting Lake Erie and connecting watersheds. 
The first session, called DISCOVER, provided 
context for learning in the form of an interactive 
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watershed based presentation that focused 
on environmental issues in the community 
impacting the health of Lake Erie, leading to 
students identifying a local issue they felt should 
be addressed. During the second sessions, called 
CREATE, students worked with a Conservation 
Authority facilitator to explore the chosen issue 
through a series of brainstorming activities and 
formed a plan of action to address the issue. 
The third element, called SHARE, had students 
and teachers develop a video submission that 
articulated the class idea to be shared during the 
last session. 
The project culminated in the CONNECT session, 

a Zoom webinar, where participants joined to 
share their plan of action to improve the health 
of Lake Erie and hear feedback on their ideas 
from experts from across the region. Guest 
speakers from different levels of government, the 
community, and environmental organizations 
provided feedback on class submissions and 
presentations on connections and considerations 
around the health of Lake Erie. 

Many, many references were made to taking 
action, inspiration, and motivation on how to 
do so, and the importance of feeling connected 
in order to feel compelled to make change. We 
hope this is just the beginning! 
Many thanks go out to the students, school staff, 

speakers, organizers, and funders of this project. 
The project was supported with funding from the 
Ministry of Environment, Conservation and Parks 
and led by the UTRCA, in partnership with the 

Catfish Creek, Essex Region, Kettle Creek, Lower 
Thames Valley, and St. Clair Region Conservation 
Authorities.
Contact: Maranda MacKean, Community 
Education Specialist (Wildwood)

Student Summit: Water Is Life
The UTRCA partnered with the Huron Perth 

Catholic District School Board and local 
Indigenous Knowledge Keepers over the past 
school year to create an initiative called Water Is 
Life. The Maitland Valley Conservation Authority 
also contributed. This collaboration created 
opportunities for the integration of Outdoor 
and Indigenous Education and the continuation 
of relationship building among groups. The 
inspiration for this initiative came from, and 
often referenced, the book “The Water Walker” 
by Joanne Robertson. Ms. Roberston was aware 
of and supportive of the use of her book for this 
initiative. 

To support the Water is Life initiative, Wildwood 
Education staff created resources that were 
curriculum based and age appropriate. 
Each division was offered an audio recorded 
presentation explaining what a watershed is, 
how they function, and ways that they can be 
adversely affected and helped. Each also had the 
opportunity to view a division specific resource 
including a video of a puppet show focused on 
environmental actions primary students can 
take to support healthy waterways, a video 
of a floodplain model focused on functions 
and issues impacting habitats, structures and 
biodiversity for junior students, and a video of 
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the Wildwood Dam focused on ecosystems and 
water systems for intermediate students. 
As well, all divisions were provided with a video 

intended to encourage students to reflect on the 
importance of water and actions they can take 
using guiding questions and scenic footage from 
the watershed. A digital resource library was also 
created to showcase the good happening and 
many actions being taken in the watershed and 
further afield.
Finally, the resource included a call to action. 

In partnership with a movement called “The 
Junior Water Walkers,” students were provided 
with information about the history of the Mother 
Earth Water Walks and encouraged to LEARN-
ADOPT-PROTECT-WALK. An audio recorded story 
map of each participating school’s stormshed 
to its outfall was created to show students the 
journey water takes from their schoolyard to the 
connecting watershed in order to help them 
LEARN-ADOPT-PROTECT-WALK for their local 
waterway.

The scope of this initiative grew and changed 
over the course of time in response to the 
pandemic, Wildwood Education staff’s own 
learning journey, and the needs of the school 
community. Plans are already in place to 
continue the initiative in various forms in the 
future. Wildwood Education staff look forward 
to further building relationships with local 
Indigenous Knowledge Keepers and the Huron 
Perth Catholic School Board.
Contact: Maranda MacKean, Community 
Education Specialist (Wildwood)
  

Saturated Buffer to Protect Water 
Quality
Grass bufferstrips are not new to agricultural 

drains in Ontario. They protect stream banks from 
erosion and remove sediment and nutrients from 
water entering the open waterway. A saturated 
bufferstrip, however, is relatively new to Ontario’s 
drainage system.
To create a saturated buffer, the existing tile 

drain line that is carrying water from the field 
into the watercourse is intercepted and a water 
level control structure is installed. The structure 
has a series of stop-gates that can be raised 
or lowered, thus redirecting the water into 
a separate tile that is installed parallel to the 
stream (perpendicular to the outlet tile). This tile 
extends 150-200 metres at a very low grade and 
has a filter sock on it.
As water flows from the field tiles, the buffer 

becomes “saturated,” which allows water to be 

An Agri Drain Inline Water Level Control Structure 
is installed along this field tile outlet to intercept 
runoff and direct it into the tile being installed by the 
drainage plow in the distance. 
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moved into the surrounding subsoil, rather than 
flowing directly into the watercourse.  Through 
plant uptake, denitrification, and microbial 
activity, nutrients are removed from the tile 
water, thereby reducing nutrients entering the 
drain.
The UTRCA installed a saturated buffer on 

property near St. Marys earlier this summer. 
The project was funded by the Canada-Ontario 
Agreement through the Ministry of Agriculture, 
Food and Rural Affairs.  The buffer will be 
monitored to determine how effective it is in 
removing nutrients from tile water.
Contact: Craig Merkley, Conservation Services 
Specialist

Community Education Programs
After a year and a half of virtual programming 

and online activities, UTRCA Community 
Education staff have been thrilled to interact with 
the public again and host in-person community 
events at Fanshawe, Wildwood, and Pittock 
Conservation Areas this summer. 

The turnout was great among both families and 
beetles for our Firefly Walk, the first event of the 
season. Kids filled the forest and meadow with 
shrieks and giggles while they tried to catch one 
of the many fireflies putting on an impressive 
show of twinkling lights among the trees.
The fun with critters continued with the Bug 

Safari event as participants cautiously examined 
a unique white crab spider, chased elusive 
butterflies, and admired a sleek praying mantis. 
Community members grabbed their flashlights 

and ventured out to Fanshawe at night to 
discover owl adaptations and call for local 
species during our Owl Prowl. Even though 

no owls were heard, attendees enjoyed a bat 
sighting and were very excited about owls.  
During our Owl Prowl at Pittock Conservation 
Area earlier this month, enthusiastic participants 
were lucky to hear some screech owls.
In addition to structured events, the Fanshawe 

Family Nature Play series has offered a chance 
for families with young kids to enjoy child-led, 
free-form play outdoors every week followed 
by a short, themed activity. Staff set up five 
different stations in the forest and children chose 
where and how they want to play. Some children 
enjoyed mud painting at the Creativity Station 
and relaxing under a tree in the Reading Nook, 
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while other kids preferred to build with sticks 
and stones at Loose Parts, bake tree cookies in 
the Mess Kitchen, or pull out the magnifying 
glasses and field guides at the Explorer Station. 
Themed activities have included a bug hunt, 
pond dipping, and birdwatching. 
Wildwood Community Education staff have 

also hosted in-person summer events out of 
Wildwood Conservation Area this summer, 
including well-attended and fun events such as 
a Stream Safari, Story Walk and Nature Play, and 
Finding Your Way Orienteering.  
As summer passes into August and fall 

approaches, Community Education staff are 
offering a few late summer events, including a 
Family Bioblitz event at Fanshawe and Become a 
Community Scientist program at Wildwood. 
UTRCA staff have been energized by seeing 

the faces of kids light up with new discoveries 
and hearing families laugh together again 
our conservation areas. These opportunities 
for connection, education, and outreach are 
priceless and have been sorely missed by all.  
Community Education staff are very much 
looking forward to more in-person programming 
this fall!
Contact: Heather Hawkins Jensen, Community 
Programs Assistant, (Fanshawe)

On the Agenda
The next UTRCA Board of Directors meeting 

will be held virtually on August 24, 2021. The 
following items are on the draft agenda:
• Mid-year Financial Update and Revised 

Budget
• Minister’s Zoning Orders Preparations
• Administration and Enforcement - 

Section 28 Status Report – Development, 
Interference with Wetlands and Alterations 
to Shorelines and Watercourses Regulation 
(O.Reg157/06)

• Ministry of the Environment, Conservation 
and Parks Recommendations

• 2021 Agricultural Property Tender Results
• Correspondence Requesting Access to the 

House Located at 1424 Clarke Road, London
• UTRCA and City of London Development 

Memorandum of Understanding (DMOU)
Please visit the “Board Agendas & Minutes” page 

at www.thamesriver.on.ca for agendas, reports, 
audio/video recordings, and minutes.
Contact: Michelle Viglianti, Administrative 
Assistant
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