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Spiny Softshell Turtle hatchlings

We’re Celebrating Natural 
Connections!

With the support of municipalities and 
community organizations, the UTRCA has 
obtained funding support from the Canadian 
Heritage Celebration and Commemoration 
Program Reopening Fund. The funds 
are being used to host a series of free 
“Celebrating Natural Connections” public 
events in natural spaces across the Upper 
Thames River watershed. 

The events include 10 public hikes and 
two virtual hikes, with activities, displays, and 
presentations. They are an opportunity to 
explore the natural spaces that became so 

important for our communities’ physical and 
mental health during the pandemic. Local 
artists and municipalities are involved, as well 
as hiking, naturalist, and angler clubs.

The UTRCA would especially like to invite 
all those community members that have 
been instrumental in helping others through 
the pandemic. A commemorative item will be 
installed at many of the event locations to 
recognize the contributions of local front line 
workers.

The event dates and locations include:
• Saturday, August 27 at Burgess Park, 

Woodstock
• Saturday, September 24 at Wildwood 

Conservation Area
• Sunday, September 25 at Dorchester 

Mill Pond
• Saturday, October 15 at Hodges Pond, 

Sweaburg
• Saturday, October 22 at Lion’s Park, 

Mitchell
• Saturday, October 29 at TJ Dolan 

Natural Area, Stratford 
• Monday, February 20, at Fanshawe and 

Pittock Conservation Areas
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Plans are also underway for a winter event 
at Wildwood Conservation Area and two 
virtual hikes.

This project is funded in part by the 
Government of Canada. For more information 
about Celebrating Natural Connections, 
please visit www.thamesriverevents.ca.
Contact: Linda Smith, Community Partnerships 
Specialist

Update: Community Precipitation 
Monitoring Project

Thanks to a grant from the TD Friends of 
the Environment Foundation, 15 additional 
rain gauges were added to the UTRCA’s 
Community Precipitation Monitoring 
Project network in 2022. Staff have now 
installed 27 rain gauges across the watershed 
in the first two years of this project. 

Community Precipitation Monitoring Project 
participants enjoyed a tour of Wildwood Dam 
in July.

Participants in the project measure 
and record daily precipitation using the 
manual rain gauge provided and submit 
their observations to the Community 
Collaborative Rain, Hail and Snow Network 
(CoCoRaHS) platform. Their precipitation 
data / observations are automatically 
and continuously downloaded from the 
CoCoRaHS database into the UTRCA’s local 
flood forecasting and monitoring database to 
enhance our understanding of the total rainfall 
received and its spatial distribution.

As part of the project, the UTRCA is 
providing several educational sessions each 
year for project participants. On July 12, 
participants were invited to a lunch and learn 
at Wildwood Conservation Area. UTRCA staff 
Laura Flynn and Mark Helsten provided an 
overview of the flood forecasting program and 
an overview of how the data is being used. 
Participants were then taken on a tour of 
Wildwood Dam and treated to an appreciation 
lunch for all their data collection efforts. 

The Community Precipitation Monitoring 
Project is a part of a larger Community 
Science initiative launched by the UTRCA in 
2021. Community science engages members 
of the public in collecting data that can be 
used to increase scientific knowledge and 
inform decision making. 

Find out more about the UTRCA’s 
Community Science projects.
Contact: Erin Dolmage, Community Education 
Technician

Looking back: Spring Tree Planting
Despite two late snowstorms and several 

rainy days, the UTRCA’s spring tree planting 
crew persevered and planted approximately 
25,000 trees on 50 private rural properties. In 
addition to our crew’s efforts, 80 landowners 

Brenda Gallagher managed the hand 
planting crew. In this photo, they are 
establishing a buffer for wind erosion control 
and to shelter farm buildings, reducing 
heating and cooling costs as well as odour 
concerns. 
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planted another 13,000 trees on their own to 
improve the health of their land.

Planting projects included windbreaks, 
retiring highly erodible land, and treed buffer 
strips along watercourses. The Conservation 
Authority was able to help most of the 
property owners receive grants to help reduce 
their costs.

Over the last couple of years, the tree 
planting program has had challenges due 
to the pandemic. During this time, we were 
very fortunate to have small but enthusiastic 
crews who ensured the trees were put into the 
ground. This year was no exception, and the 

planters were excited about the experience 
they gained while working at the UTRCA. 
The crew enjoyed being able to connect 
with nature while they were doing their job. 
One crew member said, “I felt I was helping 
to offset the effects of climate change and 
making a difference to the environment for 
future generations to appreciate.”

In September, UTRCA forestry staff will start 
site visits to begin lining up sites for the spring 
of 2023 tree planting season. We look forward 
to connecting with new landowners as well as 
continuing to work with those from the past.
Contact: Brenda Gallagher, Forestry Technician

Jay Ebel managed the machine planting 
crew, planting thousands of seedlings across 
the watershed. On most properties, Jay will 
also provide pre- and post-planting tending 
to help ensure the long-term success of 
the trees. These projects generally involve 
the retirement of sensitive lands or field 
windbreaks.

On the Board Agenda
The next Board of Directors meeting will 

be held virtually on August 23, 2022. Please 
visit the “Board Agendas and Minutes” page 
at www.thamesriver.on.ca for agendas, 
reports, audio/video links and recordings, and 
approved minutes.

• UTRCA Interim Vaccination Policy 
Update

• 2022 Mid-Year Financial Report and 
Budget Revisions 

• Revised Mileage Rates
• Administration and Enforcement – 

Section 28 Status Report
• Celebrating Natural Connections Project
• General Manager of Conservation 

Ontario - Announcement
Contact: Michelle Viglianti, Administrative 
Assistant
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519-451-2800
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