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Tree Power Comes to Perth South
London Hydro, Festival Hydro (Stratford), and 

now Perth South have all adopted the Tree Power 
program! The Tree Power concept was initiated in 
2011 by Bill Kunz, an employee of London Hydro. 
The goal was to encourage homeowners to plant 
shade trees to reduce energy consumption and 
fight climate change. Today, this goal is more 
important than ever.
On Tuesday, September 14, the Perth South 

Tree Power website opened for ordering. 

Residents of Perth South are going online to 
order one of five native hardwood tree species: 
American sycamore, basswood, red maple, 
swamp white oak, and river birch. These 150 cm 
potted trees range in price from $20-25. A total 
of 300 trees were available. As of mid-September, 
the maples and oaks have sold out!

Residents who purchase trees can pick them 
up on Saturday, October 2, from 8 am to 3 pm, 
at the Perth South Township Office in St. Pauls. 
Township Councillors and UTRCA staff will be on 
hand to help homeowners load their trees, using 
COVID-19 protocols.
Contact: John Enright, Forester

Dog-day Cicada
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yellow; the faster growing Black-eyed Susan, 
Sweet Ox-eye, and Tall Sunflower were already 
blooming and attracting pollinators. Other 
prairie species, especially the tall grasses, should 
start showing themselves in the next year or 
two. These heat-loving, warm season perennial 
grasses need extra time to put down roots that 
can reach 4 metres in depth!  

The second field in the northeast corner of 
the Cade Tract is not as successful so far, so 
continued management (e.g., mowing the 
weeds) is needed. 
Funding for this restoration project was 

provided by Nature London, a private funder, 
and UTRCA. Once established, the prairies should 
provide habitat for grassland birds such as 
Bobolink and Eastern Meadowlark in the spring, 
and bees and butterflies in late summer. 
The Cade Tract is open to the public for walking 

and is a great opportunity to explore nature 

St Marys Memorial Forest
On Saturday, September 11, a local St. Marys 

family planted 200 trees in memory of Dan 
Hoodless, who passed away just over a year ago. 
The large family, now all fully vaccinated, was 
able to get together for the first time to honour 
Dan’s memory and chose to do so by improving 
our local environment, in partnership with Tree 
Canada and the UTRCA.

Thank you to the Hoodless and Reinhart 
families, from generations to come.
Contact: Karen Pugh, Resource Specialist

Prairie Flowers Emerging at Cade Tract
Staff’s efforts to convert two hay fields at the 

Cade Tract to tallgrass prairie are starting to 
show results! This UTRCA property is located 
west of the Town of St. Marys, at 4695 Perth Road 
Line 5.
The fields were seeded with a native tallgrass 

prairie mix in September 2020. Many prairie 
grasses and flowers concentrate their energy into 
root growth for the first year or two, so annual 
weeds are often seen first. 
In early September 2021, the field in the 

southwest corner of Cade Tract was a sea of 

Sweet Ox-eye (foreground) and Black-eyed Susan are 
flourishing at the Cade Tract.
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close to home. Please enter the property at the 
small parking lot by the address sign. There are 
no formal trails and the vegetation can be dense, 
so dress appropriately. Please take garbage and 
pet waste back home with you. ATVs and other 
motorized vehicles are prohibited.
Providing natural spaces and passive 

recreational opportunities at properties 
such as the Cade Tract supports the UTRCA’s 
Environmental Target of instilling conservation 
values by supporting outreach to 1 million 
people annually through visits to UTRCA 
owned and managed lands, as well as hands-on 
environmental experiences.
Contact: Cathy Quinlan, Terrestrial Biologist 

Native Sunflowers
When we think of sunflowers, we often 

picture the domesticated Common Sunflower 
(Helianthus annuus) with its huge nodding 
flowers, growing in gardens or farm fields, prized 
for its edible seeds and oil. 

The wild Helianthus annuus is native to the USA 
west of the Mississippi, but there are several 
other sunflowers native to the tallgrass prairies 
and savannas of southern Ontario. These 
sunflowers are also very tall, but they produce 
numerous, smaller flowers per plant.

Woodland Sunflower (Helianthus divaricatus) is a 
species that grows in dry open woods to a height 
of 6 feet tall (3m) with flowers up to 3 inches 
wide. Tall or Giant Sunflower (H. giganteus) grows 
to 10 feet tall in damp to moist thickets with 
flowers up to 2½ inches wide. 
Our local sunflowers are not only beautiful, but 

are an important source of pollen for bees and 
butterflies in late summer. Look closely to see 
the unique flower structure: large, yellow rays 
surround a central disc containing some 60 small 
disc florets, visible in the photo below. 

Tall Sunflower (Helianthus giganteus)

Bees visit a Tall Sunflower in the Cade Tract.

Tall Sunflower (Helianthus giganteus)
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The UTRCA often includes native sunflowers in 
its prairie and pollinator projects. Sunflowers can 
spread by rhizomes, forming dense vegetative 
colonies that provide good ground cover for 
many kinds of wildlife. The seeds are eaten by 
Bobwhite, American Goldfinch, and other birds 
and mammals.
Contact: Cathy Quinlan, Terrestrial Biologist

On the Agenda
The next UTRCA Board of Directors meeting 

will be held virtually on September 28, 2021. The 
following items are on the draft agenda:
• 2022 Budget Concepts
• Administration and Enforcement: Section 28 

Status Report – Development, Interference 
with Wetlands and Alterations to Shorelines 
and Watercourses Regulation

• Conservation Authorities Act - Inventory and 
Transition Plans

• Team for Inclusion, Diversity and Equity
Please visit the “Board Agendas & Minutes” page 

at www.thamesriver.on.ca for agendas, reports, 
audio/video links and recordings, and minutes.
Contact: Michelle Viglianti, Administrative 
Assistant
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