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UTRCA Transitional Procedures and Guidelines  
(Transitioning from Ontario Regulation 157/06: Development, 
Interference with Wetlands and Alterations to Shorelines and 
Watercourses to the NEW Ontario Regulation 41/24) 
 
Effective Date: 
March 26th, 2024 

  
Background 
The existing Development, Interference with Wetlands and Alterations to Shorelines and 
Watercourses Regulation provided each CA with the power to regulate development and 
activities in or adjacent to river or stream valleys, shorelines of the Great Lakes-St. 
Lawrence River system and inland lakes, watercourses, hazardous lands (e.g., unstable 
soil, bedrock, and slopes), wetlands and other areas around wetlands. Development 
taking place on these lands may require permission from the CA to confirm that the 
control of flooding, erosion, dynamic beaches, pollution or the conservation of land are 
not affected. 
 
On February 16, 2024 the Prohibited Activities, Exemptions and Permits under 
Conservation Authorities Act Regulation (Ontario Regulation 41/24) was approved by 
the Province under subsection 28(1) of the Conservation Authorities Act. The 
administration of O. Reg. 41/24 is a Mandatory Program and Service of the 
Conservation Authorities as per Section 21.1.1 of the Conservation Authorities Act and 
as stipulated in O. Reg. 686/21: Mandatory Programs and Services. Under section 8 of 
O. Reg. 686/21, Conservation Authorities shall provide programs and services to ensure 
that the Authority carries out its duties, functions and responsibilities to administer and 
enforce the provisions of Parts VI and VII of the Act and any regulations made under 
those Parts. 
  
The transitional policies and procedures are important in implementing the new 
regulations, which will become effective as of April 1, 2024. 
 

Purpose 
The purpose of this document is to guide UTRCA staff through the transition from the 
current individual Development, Interference with Wetlands and Alterations to 
Shorelines and Watercourses Regulation (O. Reg. 157/06) to the implementation of the 
new O. Reg. 41/24: Prohibited Activities, Exemptions and Permits Regulation. 
 

PERMIT APPLICATIONS 
  
Applications Submitted Before April 1, 2024 
Applications for permission to develop in a regulated area or interfere with a wetland or 
watercourse received prior to April 1, 2024, will be subject to the provisions of the 
applicable Development, Interference with Wetlands and Alterations to Shorelines and 
Watercourses Regulation in effect at the time the application was received. 
  

https://www.ontario.ca/laws/regulation/240041
https://www.ontario.ca/laws/regulation/240041
https://www.ontario.ca/laws/statute/90c27
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If the subject application for the proposed works is not within an area or an activity 
regulated under the new regulation (O. Reg. 41/24), the applicant will be advised in 
writing that a permit is not required for the proposed works. 
  
Applications Submitted After April 1, 2024  
All applications received on or after April 1, 2024, will be subject to the provisions of O. 
Reg. 41/24. 
  
Extension of Permissions Issued under the Current Regulation  
Permits issued prior to April 1, 2024 which have expiry dates beyond April 1, 2024, will 
remain valid for the duration identified on the permission. Inspections and conditions 
enforced under the Development, Interference with Wetlands and Alterations to 
Shorelines and Watercourses Regulation will continue until the permission expires. 
  
A request for extension of a permit issued before April 1, 2024, that is received prior to 
April 1, 2024, will be considered in accordance with the Development, Interference with 
Wetlands and Alterations to Shorelines and Watercourses Regulation. 
  
A request for an extension of a permit issued before April 1, 2024, that is received after 
April 1, 2024, will be considered in accordance with O. Reg. 41/24. An applicant 
requesting an extension will be notified in writing that an extension is not required if the 
permit is for a development activity or interference/alteration not within a regulated area 
established under O. Reg. 41/24 or is otherwise subject to an exception under the same. 
  
Requests for an extension of the existing permit must be received by the Authority 
before the expiry date shown on the permission. 
 

REVIEW OF PLANNING APPLICATIONS 
  
Planning Applications Submitted Before April 1, 2024 
All plan review will be conducted in accordance with the O. Reg. 686/21: Mandatory 
Programs and Services, O. Reg. 596/22: Prescribed Acts – Subsections 21.1.1 (1.1) 
and 21.1.2 (1.1) of the Act, as well as based on the provisions of the current 
Development, Interference with Wetlands and Alterations to Shorelines and 
Watercourses Regulation. Plan input activities will note that O. Reg. 41/24 will be in 
effect April 1, 2024. 
  
Planning Applications Submitted After April 1, 2024  
All plan input and review will be conducted in accordance with the O. Reg. 686/21: 
Mandatory Programs and Services, O. Reg. 596/22: Prescribed Acts – Subsections 
21.1.1 (1.1) and 21.1.2 (1.1) of the Act, as well as based on the provisions of O. Reg. 
21/24: Prohibited Activities, Exemptions and Permits Regulation. 
 

VIOLATION NOTICES AND LEGAL ACTIONS COMMENCED BEFORE 
APRIL 1, 2024 
  
Violation Notices issued prior to April 1, 2024, will be addressed and remedied by CA 
Provincial Offences Officers in accordance with the Development, Interference with 
Wetlands and Alterations to Shorelines and Watercourses Regulation. 
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Violation Notices issued prior to April 1, 2024, for works in an area or activity no longer 
regulated under the new O. Reg. 41/24, upon satisfactory resolution of the matter, the 
proponent will be issued a letter advising that the works occurring in violation of the 
Development, Interference with Wetlands and Alterations to Shorelines and 
Watercourses Regulation have remedied/ rectified and the violation notice is revoked. 
  
Violation notices issued and prosecutions commenced on or after April 1, 2024, will 
confirm with Parts VI and VII of the Act and O. Reg. 41/24. 
  
Legal actions that commenced before April 1, 2024, may proceed where appropriate 
under consultation with legal counsel. 
  
Other Agency Approvals  
Issuance of a permit does not relieve the applicant from the responsibility of acquiring 
approval from other agencies or relieve the applicant from compliance with any 
conditions that other agencies may impose on the work. 
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